u 


Office  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

16,  Northgate  Street,  Warwick, 

June  \4th,  1926. 

To  The  Warwickshire  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  of  Warwick  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

2.  In  Circular  648  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  10th  December,  1925,  Councils  are  re¬ 
minded  that  it  had  already  been  decreed  that  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1925  should  be  a  Survey  Report,  and  that  in  this  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  should  be  prepared  to  deal  comprehensively  with — 

(a)  The  measure  of  progress  made  during  the  preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement 
of  the  public  health  ; 

( b )  The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  that  period  in  the  public 
health  services  of  the  area  (e.g.  housing,  water  supply,  sewerage,  scavenging  or  refuse  dis¬ 
posal,  food  inspection,  or  other  services  affecting  the  environment  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and 
maternity  and  child  welfare  schemes,  schemes  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and 
venereal  diseases,  provision  of  isolation  hospitals,  or  other  services  directed  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  or  cure  of  disease  in  individuals)  ; 

(c)  Any  further  action  of  importance  in  the  organization  or  development  of  public 
health  services  contemplated  by  the  Local  Authority  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

3.  It  will  be  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  Report  for  1925,  while  following  the  lines  of  previous 
reports,  must  necessarily  be  somewhat  more  comprehensive  than  any  of  those  of  recent  years, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  relieved  by  the 
Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1922,  of  the  obligation  to  include  in  their  Reports  a  digest  of  Reports 
made  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

4.  Briefly  the  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  will  fall  under  the  following  main  heads  : — 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area,  including  Vital  Statistics  ; 

General  provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  area  ; 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  ; 

Housing ; 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  ; 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases  ; 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
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AREA. 

5.  The  area  of  the  County  in  acres,  taken  from  figures  in  previous  Reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  is  as  follows  : — In  the  Urban  Districts  48,340,  and  in  the  Rural 
Districts  502,411,  giving  a  total  for  the  County  of  550,751  acres. 


POPULATION. 

6.  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the  middle  of  1925  at  361,700, 
an  increase  of  3,400  on  the  previous  year.  During  the  last  five  years,  since  the  Census  of 
1921,  there  has  been  recorded  an  increase  in  the  estimated  population  of  18,367,  the  Census 
figure  being  343,333. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

7.  In  the  extreme  North  of  the  County  are  the  Coal  Measures,  with  an  area  of  Lower  Permian 
Sandstone,  extending  South  as  far  as  Kenilworth,  and  bordering  this  on  the  East  a  narrow 
strip  of  Keuper  Sandstone,  extending  South  as  far  as  Warwick.  Beyond  this  both  East 
and  West  is  a  large  area  of  Keuper  Marl,  this  constituting  the  principal  geological  formation 
of  the  County.  In  the  South-East,  however,  there  is  a  wide  belt  of  Lower  Lias  or  Blue 
Clay  extending  from  the  North  of  Rugby  to  the  Brailes  District.  There  is  also  a  small  area 
of  Granite  in  the  Atherstone  and  Dosthill  districts  in  the  North. 


8.  The  principal  Rivers  passing  through  the  County  are  the  Warwickshire  Avon,  a  tributary 
of  the  River  Severn,  and  the  Tame  in  the  North  of  the  County,  a  tributary  of  the  River 
Trent.  Some  nine  parishes  in  the  extreme  South  are  included  in  the  Thames  Watershed, 
some  small  brooks  running  into  the  Rivers  Evenlode  and  Cherwell,  both  tributaries  of  the 
River  Thames. 

9.  The  surface  generally  is  comparatively  flat,  the  only  range  of  hills  of  any  importance 
being  situated  in  the  extreme  South  of  the  County,  the  Edge  Hills,  these  forming  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance  the  boundary  between  the  Counties  of  Warwick  and  Oxford. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

10.  In  the  extreme  North  coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry,  this  area  covering  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Tamworth,  Atherstone,  Foleshill  and  Nuneaton,  and  the  small  Urban  District 
of  Bulkington.  The  Borough  of  Nuneaton  and  the  Urban  District  of  Rugby  are  largely 
industrial,  as  also  are  the  Rural  Districts  immediately  bordering  on  the  City  of  Coventry. 
The  remaining  Boroughs  of  Leamington  Spa,  Sutton  Coldfield,  Warwick  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  together  wdth  the  Urban  District  of  Kenilworth  are  residential  in  character,  while 
the  Rural  area,  particularly  in  the  South  of  the  County,  is  largely  agricultural.  There  is  no 
industry  of  any  magnitude  particularly  inimical  to  health. 


BIRTHS. 

11.  There  were  6,677  births  registered  in  1925  as  compared  with  6,722  in  the  previous 
year  ;  2,724  were  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  3,953  in  the  Rural  Districts.  These  figures 
shew  a  slight  further  reduction  in  the  Birth-rate,  18.46  as  compared  with  18.76  in  1924,  but 
the  rate  compares  favourably  with  that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  'Wales,  which  was 
for  1925  18.3  per  1,000  of  population. 

12.  Ihe  average  Birth-rate  in  Warwickshire  for  the  last  five  years  wTas  20.08  and  for  the 
previous  live  years  20.24,  so  that  as  far  as  averages  are  concerned  there  is  little  fall  since 
1916,  but  during  the  last  hve  years  there  has  been  a  progressive  decline  from  22.27  in  1921 
to  18.46  in  1925.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  last  five  years  of  this  latter  quin¬ 
quennium  there  was  an  estimated  increase  in  population  of  18,367,  but  a  reduction  in  births 
of  969  as  compared  with  the  first  year  of  this  period. 
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13.  Of  the  total  Births  registered,  6,677,  the  highest  rate  recorded  in  the  Urban  Districts 
was  in  Bulkington  with  26.74,  followed  by  Nuneaton  Borough  with  21.58.  In  the  Rural 
Districts  Nuneaton  is  highest  with  32.40,  the  next  highest  being  Coventry  with  25.70,  Ather- 
stone  23.59,  and  Foleshill  23.11. 

14.  210  Births  were  registered  as  illegitimate,  the  percentage  of  total  births  being  3.1  as 
compared  with  3.1  in  1924,  3.4  in  1923,  3.1  in  1922,  and  3.7  in  1921. 

15.  Notification  of  Births. — There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  observance 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  during  the  year  under  review,  94.4  per  cent,  of  all  registered 
births  having  been  notified  as  against  92  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  In  all  the  Urban 
Districts  notification  has  been  very  efficient,  but  in  some  of  the  Rural  Districts,  notably 
Foleshill  and  Atherstone,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  In  these  two  Districts  there 
was  a  deficiency  in  notification  of  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent,  respectively. 

DEATHS. 

16.  During  the  year  under  review  4,035  deaths  were  registered  in  the  County,  as  against 
3,935  in  the  previous  year;  1,818  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  2,217  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  County  was  11.15,  a  slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  10.98,  but  it  still  compares  favourably  with  that  recorded  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  12.2  per  1,000  of  population. 

17.  In  the  Urban  Districts  the  Death-rate  was  11.54  as  against  10.88  in  1924,  and  in  the 
Rural  Districts  10.85  as  against  11.06  in  the  previous  year.  The  slight  increase  in  the 
general  Death-rate  for  the  Urban  Districts  was  attributable  to  a  rather  heavier  mortality 
than  usual  from  Influenza,  Pneumonia  and  Measles  at  Leamington  Spa,  Stratford-on-Avon 
and  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton. 

The  lowest  Death-rate  in  the  Urban  Districts  was  recorded  at  Rugby  with  8.84,  and  in 
the  Rural  Districts  at  Foleshill  with  9.50,  this  figure  being  followed  closely  with  9.58  at 
Warwick  and  9.70  at  Solihull. 

18.  During  the  last  five  years  the  average  Death-rate  was  10.83,  a  marked  reduction  on 
the  previous  five  years  when  the  average  reached  13.01  per  1,000  of  population.  It  must 
be  remembered,  however,  that  the  severe  Influenza  epidemic  of  1918,  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  high  average  of  that  quinquennium,  the  death-rate  during  that  particular  year  being 
15.92. 

19.  Infant  Mortality. — 416  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  as  against  406  in 
the  previous  year,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  of  62  per  1,000  Births.  Unfortunately  this 
figure  is  two  points  higher  than  that  recorded  for  the  last  three  years,  but  it  still  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  75  per  1,000 
Births. 

20.  In  the  Urban  Districts  the  lowest  rate  recorded  was  at  Kenilworth  with  21,  followed 
by  Rugby  with  32  and  Sutton  Coldfield  with  37  per  1,000  Births.  In  the  Rural  Districts, 
Farnborough  had  no  deaths  under  one  year,  the  next  lowest  being  Monks  Kirby  and  Stratford- 
on-Avon,  each  with  32,  and  Alcester  with  42  per  1,000  Births.  Nuneaton  Rural  was  this 
year  exceptionally  high  with  141  as  against  78  in  the  previous  year,  this  resulting  from  20 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  as  against  9  in  1924. 

21.  The  Infant  Death-rate  of  56  in  the  Urban  Districts  compares  very  favourably  with 
that  of  the  Rural  Districts,  which  was  66  per  1,000  Births.  In  a  comparison  of  the  causes 
of  death  in  the  two  Districts  it  is  found  that  Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  only  4  deaths 
in  the  Urban  Districts,  whereas  in  the  Rural  22  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease. 
This  fact  would  seem  significant  of  the  value  of  Infant  Welfare  Centre  teaching,  particularly 
in  the  Urban  Districts,  where  such  facilities  are  more  easily  available  than  in  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts. 
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22.  It  is  regrettable  that  42  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  due  to 
Congenital  Debility  or  premature  birth,  this  cause  of  death  being  to  a  large  degree  preventable, 
through  the  exercise  of  greater  ante-natal  care  on  the  part  of  the  mother  and  the  realisation 
by  her  of  the  responsibility  of  motherhood  at  such  an  all  important  time. 

23.  It  is  hoped  therefore  that  through  the  continued  education  of  mothers  at  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  Women’s  Institutes  and  other  collective  gatherings,  and  through  the  personal  influence 
of  our  County  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes  of  the  people,  this  high  preventable  mortality 
will  ere  long  be  reduced  to  a  negligible  quantity.  I  look  forward  also  to  the  extension  of 
Mothercraft  teaching  in  our  schools  which,  with  the  teaching  of  hygiene  both  domestic  and 
social,  should  prove  the  basis  of  future  practical  measures  in  the  prevention  of  disease  in 
the  younger  generation. 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES  AND 

DEATHS, 

1925. 

Total  Cases 

Total 

Death  Rate 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

per  i,ooo  population. 

Smallpox 

67 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  787 

6 

0.001 

Diphtheria 

. .  542 

35 

0.09 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

2 

0.005 

Pneumonia 

..  747 

281 

0.77 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Tuberculosis  : — 

46 

26 

0.07 

(a)  Pulmonary 

..  352 

256 

0.70 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

..  137 

75 

0.20 

Puerperal  Fever 

24 

11 

1.64 

(per  i.ooo  Births) 

Small-pox. — Sixty-seven  cases 

of  this  disease  were  notified 

in  the  County  as  against 

98  in  the  previous  year.  They  occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  last  case  being 
notified  in  the  second  week  in  July.  Since  then  there  has  been  fortunately  no  recurrence  of 
the  disease.  The  outbreak,  which  was  continued  from  the  previous  year,  was  confined  largely 
to  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton,  and  to  the  Rural  Districts  of  Foleshill,  Atherstone  and  War¬ 
wick.  In  the  latter  district  the  cases  occurred  entirely  within  the  County  Mental  Hospital, 
Hatton,  where  appropriate  measures  were  taken  and  the  disease  was  speedily  controlled. 
Owing  to  the  general  mildness  of  the  type  no  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  County. 

26.  Scarlet  Fever.— 787  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  received  as  against  649  in  the 
previous  year.  Only  6  deaths  were  recorded,  three  of  these  being  between  the  ages  of  2 
and  5  years,  one  between  5  and  15  years,  and  two  between  15  and  25  years.  The  low  death- 
rate  of  0.001  per  1,000  of  population  is  evidence  of  the  mild  character  of  this  disease. 

The  record  of  notifications  and  deaths  during  the  last  five  years  is  of  interest  : — 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

1921 

873 

4 

0.4 

1922 

1204 

7 

0.5 

1923 

853 

28 

3.2 

1924 

649 

5 

0.7 

1925 

787 

6 

0.7 

27.  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  Scarlet  Fever,  although  still  with  us  as  a  widespread 
infectious  disease,  is  much  less  serious  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  in  fact  lost 
during  recent  years  its  former  virulence  and  fatal  character.  It  is,  nevertheless,  in  view 
of  its  attendant  complications,  still  a  disease  to  be  avoided,  and  one  requiring  careful  nursing 
and  skilled  medical  treatment.  Tn  this  latter  respect  there  are  recent  great  advances  and 
hopes  are  entertained  of  a  means  of  treatment  that  will  cut  short  an  attack  and  so  reduce 
the  lengthy  stay  in  Hospital  that  makes  the  control  of  this  disease  by  Sanitary  Authorities 
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so  costly  an  undertaking.  Protective  inoculation  against  Scarlet  Fever  has  also  recently- 
been  introduced,  but  its  practical  value  is  still  being  carefully  studied  by  research  workers 
before  the  measure  is  recommended  for  general  adoption  by  the  public. 

28.  Diphtheria. — Throughout  the  year  this  disease  has  been  very  prevalent,  particularly  in 
the  North  of  the  County,  in  the  Atherstone  and  Tamworth  Rural  Districts,  and  in  a  lesser 
degree  in  the  Alcester  Rural  District  in  the  South-west  of  the  County.  In  all  542  notifica¬ 
tions  have  been  received,  this  high  figure  never  having  been  approached  since  the  year  1907 
when  522  cases  were  notified. 

29.  35  deaths  were  registered  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.09  per  1,000  of  population  as  against 
0.07  in  the  previous  year.  The  heaviest  fatality  occurred  in  the  Tamworth  Rural  District 
where  15  deaths  were  registered  as  against  4  in  the  Atherstone  District  and  1  in  the  Alcester 
Rural  District. 

30.  During  the  last  five  years  notifications  and  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Cases 

Fatality 

Year. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

per  cent. 

1921 

340 

26 

7.6 

1922 

264 

17 

6.4 

1923 

303 

7 

2.3 

1924 

375 

26 

6.9 

1925 

542 

35 

6.4 

31.  Diphtheria,  unlike  Scarlet  Fever,  appears  to  be  maintaining  its  position  as  a  serious  and 
fatal  infectious  disease,  its  severity  being  dependent  largely  upon  the  length  of  time  elapsing 
between  the  commencement  of  the  disease  and  the  administration  of  an  effective  dose  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin.  Early  clinical  diagnosis  is,  therefore,  from  the  patient’s  point  of  view, 
of  the  utmost  importance,  this  fact  being  emphasised  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  the  Laboratory  Diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  diagnosis 
of  the  disease — diphtheria — is  the  province  of  the  clinician  alone,  and  that  he  must  not  place 
any  of  the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Bacteriologist.  If  the  practice  of  the  early 
administration  of  anti-toxin  were  more  generally  adopted,  even  in  doubtful  clinical  cases, 
when  perhaps  bacteriological  diagnosis  is  justifiable,  the  severity  of  the  attack  would  in  many 
instances  be  considerably  lessened. 

32.  To  effect  this  there  is  required  not  only  the  co-operation  of  Medical  Practitioners  but 
the  realisation  by  the  public  of  the  importance  of  seeking  early  medical  aid  in  all  cases  of 
sore  throat,  and  that  more  especially  when  Diphtheria  is  known  to  be  present  in  the  district. 
The  advantage  to  be  gained  by  early  anti-toxin  treatment  has  led  to  the  development  and 
to  the  perfection  of  that  recent  discovery — protective  inoculation  against  Diphtheria,  which 
promises  to  be  so  potent  a  factor  in  the  future  control  of  this  disease.  By  the  application 
of  the  Schick  Test,  a  means  is  presented  of  ascertaining  whether  a  person  is  susceptible  to 
Diphtheria  or  not,  and  if  susceptible  it  is  claimed  that  such  person  can  be  protected  against 
this  disease  by  inoculation  of  a  preparation  known  as  Toxin-antitoxin,  the  immunity  thus 
produced  lasting  for  at  least  some  few  years. 

33.  As  it  has  been  shown  that  children  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  ten  years  are 
most  susceptible  to  Diphtheria — all  of  the  35  deaths  registered  last  year  from  this  disease 
occurring  between  these  ages — the  value  of  this  protective  treatment  must  be  apparent, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  in  course  of  time  be  taken  advantage  of  widely 
by  the  public  when  its  safety  can  be  ensured  and  its  simplicity  is  appreciated. 

34.  Enteric  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  is  commonly  regarded  as  an  index  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  a  community.  If  so,  then  the  8  cases  notified  during  the  year  under 
review  is  evidence  of  the  high  standard  of  sanitation  maintained  throughout  the  County 
during  that  period.  Four  of  these  cases  were  known  to  be  of  the  mild  or  Para-typhoid 
type  of  the  disease.  Only  two  deaths  were  registered,  one  in  the  twenty-five  and  one  in 
the  forty-five  year  age  group,  both  being  males. 
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35  There  were,  however,  more  extensive  outbreaks,  particularly  of  Para-typhoid,  during 
1924  and  1923,  when  45  and  109  cases  respectively  were  recorded.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
the  1923  outbreak  was  principally  associated  with  food  contamination,  the  source  of  infection 
beinCT  traced  to  a  carrier  whose  removal  from  the  district  coincided  with  the  cessation  of 
the  epidemic. 

36.  The  Typhoid  death-rate  for  the  year  under  review  was  0.005  per  1,000  population, 
exactly  half  that  recorded  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  0.008.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  figure  comparing  favourably  with  that  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  for  the  year  1925  was  0.01  per  1,000  population. 

37.  Encephalitis  Lethargica. — This  disease  has  unfortunately  shown  increased  prevalence 
during  the  last  two  years,  the  notifications  for  1925  being  46  and  for  1924,  85.  The  figures 
for  the  three  previous  years  were  17,  11  and  26. 

38  The  death-rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.07,  but  the  case  death-rate  was  extremely 
high  56  per  cent.  This  heavy  fatality  is  in  itself  a  serious  matter  but  equally  serious  are  the 
after  effects  which  have  so  far  defied  the  powers  of  medical  scientists  to  combat.  Some 
it  is  true,  make  a  complete  recovery,  but  a  large  majority  of  those  who  do  not  succumb  to 
the  disease  develop  sooner  or  later  characteristic  nervous  paralytic  or  mental  manifestations 
which  persist  in  some  instances  for  years,  and  cripple  the  patients  mentally,  physically  and 
morally.  In  view  of  these  serious  sequelae  it  is  now  generally  recognised  that  special  institu¬ 
tional  "treatment  is  required  for  such  cases  apart  from  ordinary  general  or  mental  Hospitals, 
and  especially  is  this  so  in  the  case  of  children,  whose  suddenly  altered  lives  through  this 
infective  disease  are  indeed  pitiable.  What  is  particularly  desired  is  an  institution  to  serve 
the  needs  of  several  adjoining  Counties,  where  the  treatment  of  the  after  effects  of  this  disease 
could  be  studied  and  applied  to  individual  cases  according  to  age,  type  and  character  of 
defect.  Without  such  facilities  patients  can  only  remain  at  home  under  more  or  less  im¬ 
perfect  control,  liable  always  to  drift  into  the  ranks  of  the  morally  unsound  or  to  develop 
in  course  of  time  signs  of  actual  mental  disease. 

c$9.  Influenza. — This  disease  was  again  widely  epidemic  in  the  County,  especially  during  the 

first  quarter  of  the  year.  So  widespread  was  this  outbreak  that  during  that  quarter  114 
schools  had  to  be  closed.  In  the  second  quarter  the  epidemic  had  fortunately  abated,  only 
6  schools  being  closed  on  this  account  and  2  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Influenza 
accounted  for  138  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.38  per  1,000  population. 

40.  During  the  last  five  years,  the  most  severe  epidemic  occurred  in  1922,  when  212  deaths 
were  recorded,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.61  per  1,000  population,  and  the  mildest  epidemic  in 
1921,  when  only  62  deaths  were  recorded,  with  a  death-rate  of  0.18.  In  the  severe  epidemic 
of  1918  there  were  registered  1,095  Influenza  deaths,  the  general  death-rate  rising  that  year 
to  15.92  per  1,000  population,  and  the  Influenza  death-rate  to  3.65  per  1,000  population. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

41.  Of  the  seven  diseases  designated  Zymotic  Diseases,  Enteric  Fever,  Smallpox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  152  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered,  giving  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  0.42  as  against  0.30  in  the  previous  year.  This 
increase  was  due  largely  to  a  heavy  Measles  mortality,  42  deaths  being  recorded  from  this 
disease  as  against  6  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  last 
five  years  was  0.40  as  compared  with  an  average  of  0.54  for  the  preceding  five  years. 

42.  Infantile  Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  28  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  per  1,000  births 
of  4.1  as  compared  with  8.4  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  28  recorded 
deaths,  only  6  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  whereas  22  were  in  the  Rural  Districts,  Ather- 
stone  and  Foleshill  being  together  responsible  for  12. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION. 

43.  River  Tame. — From  observations  made,  especially  during  the  summer  months  of  1925, 
it  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  condition  of  the  River  had  materially  improved  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  What  is  looked  for  and  what  one  hopes  to  find  is  a  cleaner  River 
as  it  crosses  the  Warwickshire  boundary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City?'  of  Birmingham  as  a  result 
of  the  continued  efforts  of  the  Upper  Tame  Basin  Joint  Committee.  A  survey  of  the  River 
undertaken  on  July  16th,  showed  a  very  low  dissolved  oxygen  content  at  Water  Orton,  only 
18  per  cent,  being  recorded,  this,  however,  reaching  41  per  cent,  as  the  River  leaves  the 
County  in  the  vicinity  of  Tamworth,  shortly  before  its  confluence  with  the  River  Trent 
in  Staffordshire.  A  second  survey  on  September  17th  shewed  that  the  Upper  Tame  on  that 
date  was  in  a  much  better  condition,  41  per  cent,  of  dissolved  oxygen  being  recorded  at 
Water  Orton.  It  is  regrettable  that  on  this  occasion  the  improved  condition  was  not  main¬ 
tained  during  the  River’s  course  through  Warwickshire,  as  only  38  per  cent,  of  dissolved 
oxygen  was  recorded  when  it  left  the  County  in  the  Tamworth  district.  These  percentages 
below  Tamworth  are  influenced  considerably  by  admixture  with  water  from  the  River  Anker 
which  joins  the  River  Tame  at  Lady  Bridge,  Tamworth,  this  effect  being  invariably  bene¬ 
ficial  since  the  Anker  contained  on  the  two  dates  in  question  approximately  100  and  90 
per  cent,  of  dissolved  oxygen  respectively  as  against  25  and  34  in  the  Tame  above  its  con¬ 
fluence  with  the  Anker.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  a  great  advance  in  sewage  purifica¬ 
tion  must  be  effected  by  the  majority  of  those  Authorities  whose  effluents  drain  into  the 
River  Tame,  if  the  condition  of  the  River — at  present  grossly  polluted — is  to  be  improved 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  capable  of  maintaining  fish  life  even  of  the  hardiest  variety. 

44.  The  chief  effluents  discharging  directly  into  the  River  Tame  within  the  area  of  the 
County  are  those  from  the  Birmingham,  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Works,  the  Tamworth 
Joint  Sewage  Works,  and  from  Kingsbury  Village,  and  indirectly  via  the  Rivers  Cole  and 
Blythe,  the  effluents  from  the  Colehall  Sewage  Works  (City  of  Birmingham),  Acocks  Green 
(City  of  Birmingham),  Solihull,  Olton  and  Coleshill  Sewage  Works. 

45.  Birmingham,  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Works. — In  a  well  illustrated  booklet 
on  these  works,  compiled  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Whitehead,  Engineer  to  the  Board,  and  dated  Jan¬ 
uary,  1926,  the  population  served  is  stated  to  be  1,026,615,  the  areas  concerned  including 
the  City  of  Birmingham,  the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick,  the  Royal  Borough  of  Sutton 
Coldfield,  the  Urban  District  of  Perry  Barr,  and  part  of  the  Rural  District  of  Meriden. 
The  average  daily  flow  is  27,000,000  gallons  at  the  main  Tame  Valley  Works,  and  3,000,000 
gallons  at  the  Cole  Valley  Works.  In  the  treatment  of  this  sewage  there  is  a  total  filter 
bed  area  of  52  acres,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  dealing  efficiently  with  19,000,000 
gallons  of  storm  water,  an  amount  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  daily  dry  weather  flow.  A 
new  Balancing  Tank  brought  into  operation  in  1925  released  the  old  Balancing  Tank  for 
storm  water  purposes. 

46.  Important  experiments  have  been  carried  out  at  these  works  during  the  last  few 
years  on  the  activated  Sludge  process,  which  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  following 
facts  : — 

“  1.  That  the  preliminary  settlement  of  the  sewage  before  applying  the  activated  sludge 
process  greatly  simplifies  the  problem. 

“  2.  That  effective  treatment  of  the  settled  sewage  liquor  for  one  hour  by  the  activated 
sludge  process  (fill  and  draw  method  of  working)  brings  about  the  following  changes  : 

(a)  Removal  of  more  than  half  of  the  impurities. 

( b )  Destruction  of  offensive  odour  when  present. 

(c)  Flocculation  of  almost  all  the  residual  sludge  forming  material  so  that  this 

matter  may  be  rapidly  separated  by  settlement. 

(d)  Consequently,  the  liquid  resulting  from  this  brief  treatment  may  be  applied 

to  a  bacteria  bed  at  more  than  double  the  rate  of  the  settled  sewage 
which  has  not  received  this  treatment. 
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( e )  These  results  can  be  obtained  when  using  only  a  small  amount  of  activated 
sludge,  viz.,  from  2  per  cent,  to  5  per  cent,  by  volume  as  against  20  per  cent, 
commonly  used.  Another  fact  of  very  great  importance  which  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of  is  that  sludge  arrested  from  crude  sewage  in  a  sedimentation 
tank  contains  about  90  per  cent,  of  water.  If  this  same  sludge  is  passed 
forward  and  converted  into  activated  sludge,  it  will,  when  settled  out,  con¬ 
tain  about  98  per  cent,  of  water;  this  means  that  the  same  solids  will 
form  five  times  the  bulk  of  sludge  if  activated. 

The  surplus  sludge  from  this  point  is  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  sludge  from  the  Saltley  and  Minworth  Works.*' 

47.  As  a  result  of  these  experiments  it  is  now  the  considered  policy  of  the  Board  to 
develop  and  extend  the  partial  purification  plant  between  the  Sedimentation  Tanks  at 
Saltley  and  the  percolating  Bacteria  Beds  at  Minworth,  already  dealing  with  2|  million 
gallons,  rather  than  to  extend  the  filter  bed  area  as  the  future  needs  of  the  community 
have  from  time  to  time  to  be  met.  An  extension  of  this  plant  to  deal  with  a  further  5 
million  gallons  has  been  in  hand  during  the  year  under  review,  and  when  completed  there 
will  be  provision  for  the  partial  purification  of  1\  million  gallons  per  day. 

48.  Birmingham,  Colehall  Sewage  Works. — These  works  deal  with  2f  million  gallons  of 
sewage  per  24  hours.  There  is  a  filter  bed  area  of  6  acres,  nineteen  beds  being  of  the 
rectangular  type  and  four  circular.  With  a  new  of  obviating  the  possibility  of  pollution 
of  the  River  from  the  sludge  disposal  area,  this  land  has  been  underdrained  and  arrange¬ 
ments  made  for  the  drainings  to  be  pumped  back  to  the  detritus  tanks  and  be  mixed 
again  with  the  incoming  sewage.  An  effluent  of  first  rate  quality  is  invariably  the  rule  at 
these  works  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  River  Cole  as  a  result  is  improving  con¬ 
siderably  in  quality. 

49.  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Works. — The  distributors  on  these  Filter  Beds  are  of  the  water 
wheel  type  and  require  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  keep  them  working  well.  The  re¬ 
sulting  effluent  before  leaving  the  works  receives  further  treatment  over  the  land.  In  order 
to  get  the  most  out  of  these  works  it  seems  desirable  that  greater  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  preparation  of  the  land  set  aside  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  that  every  care  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  aerial  nuisance  in  the  conduct  and  general  management  of  the  works. 

50.  Kingsbury  Sewage  Works. — These  small  Bacterial  Works  continue  in  excellent  order 
and  discharge  an  effluent  of  good  quality. 

51.  River  Anker. — This  River,  which  rises  in  the  Wolvey  District,  receives  as  tribu¬ 
taries  above  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton,  the  Soar  Brook,  Sketchley  Brook  and  Harrow  Brook, 
and  within  the  Borough,  the  Wem  Brook.  No  further  tributary  of  import  is  noted  until 
the  River  Sence  from  Leicestershire  joins  the  Anker  at  Atherstone.  There  is  evidence  in 
the  River  above  Nuneaton  of  the  influence  of  the  Sketchley  Brook,  which  during  recent 
years  has  been  seriously  polluted  from  the  Hinckley  Sewage  Works,  and  below  Nuneaton 
of  effluent  from  the  Nuneaton  Sewage  Works,  in  that  the  River  at  both  these  points  con¬ 
tains  an  excessive  deposit  of  black  mud  and  as  a  result  of  this  pollution  is  not  only  incap¬ 
able  of  maintaining  fish  life,  but  is  bound  to  give  rise  to  nuisance  during  a  continued 
period  of  hot  and  dry  weather. 

52.  Below  Nuneaton  the  River  receives  effluents  from  Atherstone,  Polesworth,  Alvecote 
and  Amington,  some  of  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory,  but  as  a  result 
of  its  wonderful  self-purif3dng  power  its  quality  improves  in  the  lower  reaches  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tamworth  coarse  fish  are  found  to  be  plentiful. 

53.  Hinckley  Sewage  Works. — Satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  in  the  construction  of 
Bacterial  Filters  at  these  Works,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  obviate  pollution  of  the  Sketch- 
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ley  Brook  and  of  the  River  Anker  above  Nuneaton.  The  first  two  of  the  seven  filters  to 
be  laid  down  should  be  completed  shortly.  It  is  imperative,  however,  that  the  work 
should  be  pushed  on  with  all  possible  speed. 

54.  Nuneaton  Sewage  Works.— The  total  dry  weather  flow  at  these  works  averages 
1,100,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  Extensive  alterations  and  additions  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  at  the  Pumping  Station,  satisfactory  provision  also  being  made  there  for 
dealing  with  storm  water  which  in  the  past  has  been  an  undoubted  source  of  pollution. 
The  Filter  Beds  at  the  Hartshill  Works,  reconstructed  and  greatly  extended,  now  cover  an 
area  of  2§  acres,  and  are  sufficient  for  all  present  needs.  There  is,  however,  still  sufficient 
land  for  the  irrigation  of  any  tank  effluent  that  may  for  the  time  being  be  diverted  from 
the  Bacteria  Beds  for  purposes  of  rest  or  repair  of  distributors.  An  area  of  12,920  square 
yards  has  also  been  set  aside  for  sludge  treatment  and  for  the  disposal  of  humus.  Under 
the  able  management  of  Mr.  Moon,  Borough  Engineer,  these  Works  should  now  be  capable 
of  discharging  an  entirely  satisfactory  effluent,  which  should  have  a  materially  beneficial 
effect  on  the  River  Anker  below  the  Nuneaton  outfall. 

55.  Atherstone  Sewage  Works. — 'l'li roughout  the  year  these  works  have  been  maintained  in 
a  satisfactory  condition,  the  effluent  discharged  having  little  or  no  effect  on  the  quality  of 
the  River  receiving  it. 

56.  Polesworth  Sewage  Works. — These  works,  when  visited  in  the  Summer  of  1925,  were 
found  to  be  not  entirely  satisfactory,  a  little  mechanical  trouble  giving  rise  to  occasional 
overdosing.  Fortunately,  secondary  filtration  over  land  is  available,  this  safeguarding  the 
River  Anker  from  pollution. 

57.  Bedworth  Sewage  Works. — The  reconstruction  of  these  Works  was  completed  during 
the  year,  and  the  plant  is  now  in  full  operation.  A  new  15-inch  main  outfall  has  been 
provided,  four  new  percolating  Bacteria  Beds,  each  86  feet  in  diameter,  three  sludge  lagoons, 
and  two  storm  water  tanks.  Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  trade  waste  (dye)  reaching 
these  Works  for  treatment,  every  care  will  have  to  be  exercised  in  their  management  if  a  satis¬ 
factory  effluent  is  to  be  constantly  maintained.  The  effluent  reaches  the  River  Anker 
via  the  Wem  Brook,  which  stream  has  been  seriously  polluted  during  the  last  few  years, 
but  which,  it  is  now  hoped,  will  improve  as  time  goes  on.  The  absence  of  dilution  in  this 
brook  necessitates  an  effluent  of  a  very  high  standard  if  pollution  is  to  be  entirely  obviated. 

58.  River  Avon. — The  River  Avon  has  been  kept  under  constant  observation  throughout 
the  year,  and  some  interesting  results  have  been  recorded  during  hydrographical  surveys 
undertaken  especially  in  the  Summer  months.  The  most  comprehensive  of  these  surveys 
was  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  the  10th 
June,  1925.  Samples  were  taken  from  the  main  stream  at  21  points  during  its  course 
through  the  County  and  in  addition  11  samples  were  taken  from  Tributaries,  making  a  total 
of  33  samples  taken  on  one  day.  This  survey,  although  of  great  interest  to  the  Ministry, 
did  not  disclose  facts  pertaining  to  pollution  that  were  not  already  familiar  to  the  County' 
Public  Health  Committee.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  tended  rather  to  obscure  the  true  facts, 
•since  weather  and  other  conditions  on  that  particular  date  yrelded  extraordinarily  high 
estimations  of  dissolved  oxygen  which  have  never  been  recorded  either  in  previous  or 
subsequent  surveys  undertaken  independently^  by  myself.  Such  comprehensive  public  sur¬ 
veys  cannot  therefore  be  regarded  as  a  useful  means  of  detecting  pollution,  recourse  being 
had  rather  to  repeated  local  surveys  at  definite  key  positions  to  achieve  this  end. 

59.  Local  observations  of  the  River  Avon  were  made  on  March  10th  and  26th,  April  lltli. 
May  5th,  6th  and  8th,  August  24th,  September  14th  and  28th,  and  of  the  River  Arrow'  on 
December  17th,  and  in  addition  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  the  following  sewage 
works  in  the  Avon  Watershed  : — Coventry,  Warwick,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Snitterfield, 
Wootton  Wawen,  Wellesboume,  Kineton,  Redditch,  Leamington  and  Alcester. 
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60.  Those  Authorities  responsible  for  unsatisfactory  effluents  have  been  communicated 
with,  and  an  endeavour  has  been  made  in  every  case  to  obtain  improvement.  As  a 
result  of  these  repeated  surveys  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  river  is  in  a  slightly  better 
condition  now  than  it  has  been  since  the  war,  when  several  of  the  larger  Sewage  Works 
became  severely  overtaxed,  and  led  to  pollution  of  a  serious  character.  With  the  con¬ 
tinued  help  of  the  larger  potential  polluting  Authorities  in  the  direction  of  securing  and 
maintaining  a  high  standard  effluent  from  their  works,  I  am  confident  that  the  River  will 
shew  still  further  improvement  in  the  near  future.  But  a  genuine  attempt  on  the  part 
of  those  Authorities  must  be  made  to  co-operate  with  the  County  Council  in  their  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  the  continued  contamination  of  this  beautiful  River. 

61.  Coventry  Sewage  Works. — The  year  under  review  has  witnessed  the  completion  of  the 
Activated  Sludge  Plant  designed  to  deal  with  2  million  gallons  of  sewage  daily.  This  is  now 
in  full  operation  and  is  already  yielding  a  well  oxydised  effluent.  Extreme  care,  however, 
is  required  in  the  conduct  of  such  a  system,  perhaps  even  more  care  than  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Bacterial  Filters.  At  these  works  there  are  now  these  two  systems  working  side 
by  side,  enabling  interesting  comparisons  to  be  made.  The  twelve  large  Bacterial  Filters 
are  also  capable  of  dealing  with  2  million  gallons  of  sewage  daily,  leaving  about  1  \  million 
gallons  still  to  be  treated  on  the  land.  Every  effort  on  the  part  of  the  management  will 
be  required  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  high  standard  effluent  from  the  volume  of  sewage 
at  present  reaching  the.  Works,  but  the  needs  of  a  gradually  increasing  community  must 
not  be  overlooked.  With  the  cry  for  additional  housing  there  must  always  be  borne  in  mind 
the  need  for  a  corresponding  development  of  sewage  treatment  facilities.  It  is  the  duty 
therefore  of  the  City  Authorities  to  satisfy  themselves  and  the  public  that  ample  provision 
in  this  respect  is  available  for  the  needs  of  the  growing  population  of  the  City  and  neighbour¬ 
hood. 


62.  Since  the  operation  of  the  Activated  Sludge  process,  there  has  been  a  distinct  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  quality  of  all  the  effluents  discharging  into  the  Avon,  and  a  corresponding 
improvement  in  the  River  itself  has  already  been  noticed  below  the  outfalls.  It  will  be  a 
long  time,  however,  before  the  accumulations  of  mud  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outfalls  and 
for  a  considerable  distance  down  stream  are  rendered  sufficiently  inert  to  prevent  nuisance 
during  periods  of  hot  weather  and  low  water  level. 

63.  Rugby  Sewage  Works. — The  construction  of  two  additional  Circular  Filters  at  the 
Low  Level  Works,  and  of  one  new  Circular  Filter  at  the  High  Level  Works,  was  completed 
during  the  year,  and  the  extended  plant  is  now  in  full  operation.  In  order  to  avoid  clogg¬ 
ing  of  the  medium  in  these  new  beds  it  appears  desirable  to  give  every  care  and  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  production  of  a  satisfactory  tank  effluent.  Especially  is  this  important  when  a 
comparatively  fine  medium  is  employed.  With  careful  management  it  should  be  possible 
now  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  sewage  efficiently  on  the  Bacteria  Beds  provided  and  so  pre¬ 
vent  pollution  from  the  outfalls  either  at  Rugby  or  Newbold. 

64.  Leamington  Sewage  Works.- — The  remodelling  of  these  Works  referred  to  in  my  last 
Annual  Report  has  not  yet  materialised,  but  I  understand  negotiations  are  at  present  in 
progress  and  that  a  scheme  will  be  formulated  shortly  to  meet  the  present  needs  of  the 
Borough.  Complaints  of  the  pollution  of  the  River  Learn  below  the  Pumping  Station  con¬ 
tinue  to  reach  me,  but  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  this  condition  will  be  entirely  obvi¬ 
ated,  when  the  proposals  for  reconstruction  are  finally  agreed  upon  and  put  into  effect. 

65.  Warwick  Sewage  Works. — Although  the  tanks  and  pumping  arrangements  continue 
to  give  satisfaction,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  treatment  of  the  tank  effluent  on  the 
Farm.  I  have  previously  reported  that  from  the  character  of  the  effluent  produced  on  this 
Farm,  either  the  distribution  is  at  fault  or  the  land  used  for  irrigation  is  over  taxed.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  in  due  course  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Borough  Auth¬ 
orities. 
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66.  Stralford-on-  Avon  Sewage  Works. — These  Bacterial  Works  continue  to  be  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  An  effluent  of  a  high  standard  is  discharged,  which  has  been 
shown  to  have  little  or  no  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  River  Avon. 

67.  Some  of  the  smaller  Works  in  the  Avon  Watershed  are  at  present  being  improved,  such 
as  Kineton,  Wellesboume,  Alcester  and  Studley,  and  I  understand  that  additions  are  con¬ 
templated  at  Redditch  in  Worcestershire,  the  effluent  from  which  reaches  the  River  Arrow 
in  Warwickshire.  Other  Bacterial  Works  at  Foleshill,  New  Bilton,  Wootton  Wawen, 
Kenilworth,  Solihull,  Wood  End  and  Hurley  Common  do  not  call  for  special  comment 
beyond  the  fact  that  they  continue  to  yield  satisfactory  effluents. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

68.  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.— During  the  year  1925,  759  samples  were  submitted  by 
the  County  Inspectors,  49  by  District  Inspectors  and  1  by  a  private  person  resident  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  making  a  total  of  809  samples  for  the  whole  of  the  County.  Of  these 
37  were  adulterated,  giving  a  percentage  adulteration  figure  of  4.57.  The  adulterated 
samples  consisted  of  the  following  : — Milk  17,  Prescriptions  (inaccurate)  8,  Camphorated  Oil 
1,  Seidlitz  Powders  1,  Butter  1,  Apples  1,  Whiskey  7,  Rum  1. 

Dealing  with  the  question  of  Milk  Adulteration,  Mr.  Rigby,  the  County  Analyst, 
gives  the  following  table  showing  the  average  composition  of  all  the  samples  analysed  during 
the  year,  and  also  the  average  for  each  quarter. 


Period. 

No. 

Non-fatty 

Solids. 

Fat. 

Total 

Solids. 

March  quarter 

...  136 

8.85 

3.82 

12.67 

June  quarter 

...  132 

8.70 

3.62 

12.32 

September  quarter 

...  109 

8.94 

3.87 

12.81 

December  quarter 

...  153 

8.85 

3.78 

12.63 

Whole  year 

...  530 

8.83 

3.77 

12.60 

Legal  Limits 

— 

8.50 

3.00 

— 

The  above  Table  includes  all  the  samples  of  Milk,  whether  adulterated  or  not,  and  shows 
that  the  average  composition  is  well  above  the  legal  limits. 

69.  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. — During  the  year  1925,  80  samples  of  milk,  14  samples  of 
cream,  and  4  Preserved  Cream  were  analysed  for  the  presence  of  preservative.  All  the  milk 
and  cream  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  preservative. 

The  Countj''  Analyst  reports  on  these  Regulations  as  follows  : — 

1.  Milk  and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

(a)  (b) 

No.  of  samples  analysed 

for  the  presence  of  a  No.  in  which  preservative 

preservative.  was  reported  to  be  present. 

Milk  .  80  — 

Cream  .  14  — 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  I.  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

II.  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

I.  Above  35  per  cent.  .  ...  ...  ...  4 

II.  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  .  ...  — 

Total  ...  ...  4 

3.  All  the  samples  of  Preserved  Cream  and  Cream  were  free  from  any  sign  of 

thickening  substances. 

4.  Milks  (Test  for  Dirt)  Satisfactory ...  .  55 

„  „  Unsatisfactory,  i.e.  contained  2  or 

more  parts  per  100,000  of  dirt  ...  ...  ...  21 


Total 


76 
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70.  Public  Health  {Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923.— Four  samples  were  analysed  under 
these  Regulations,  and  of  these  one  was  found  deficient  in  solids— not— fat  and  fat. 

71.  Milk  and  Dairies  ( Consolidation )  Act,  1915.— After  conferring  with  all  the -Borough, 
Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  in  the  County  as  to  the  most  efficient  and  economical 
method  of  administering  this  Act  and  the  various  other  Acts  and  Orders  empowering  Local 
Authorities  to  prevent  the  production,  sale  and  consumption  of  tuberculous  milk,  it  was 
agreed  that,  as  the  Council  already  have  Inspectors  under  the  Food  and  Dings  Acts,  and 
Veterinary  Inspectors  who  examine  cattle  suspected  of  tuberculosis  under  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture’s  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  “  it  was  desirable  for  the  County  Council,  in  the  area 
administered  by  them  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  to  administer  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  subject  to  the  right  of  any  Sanitary  Authority  to  take  samples  in  its 
area  (for  the  cost  of  which  they  would  be  liable),  provided  that  particulars  of  any  samples 
so  taken  by  a  Sanitary  Authority  be  notified  to  the  County  Council.” 

72.  As  regards  the  Veterinary  Examination  of  cattle  the  County  Council  have  since 
appointed  each  Veterinary  Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  as  a  Veterinary 
Surgeon  nominated  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915. 


73.  From  the  date  on  which  the  Act  came  into  operation,  September  1st,  1925,  up  to 
March  31st,  1926,  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  it  was  decided  to  administer  the  Act  in 
respect  of  any  information  as  to  the  production  of  Tuberculous  Milk  within  the  County 
submitted  by  outside  Authorities,  and  in  addition  to  take  20  samples  of  rhilk  for  bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  in 
bulk  samples. 

74.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  calendar  year,  December  31st,  seven  samples  had  been  examined, 
and  all  were  negative.  For  the  current  financial  year,  1926-27,  the  Council  has  author¬ 
ised  the  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  of  50  bulk  samples. 

75.  Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.— Only  one  licence  was  issued  during  the  year 
to  produce  and  sell  Grade  A.  milk,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  Ministry  have  issued  two 
licences  for  the  production  and  sale  of  Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk. 

76.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notifications. 

Pulmonary.  Other  Forms. 

1921  .  477  "  ...  139 

1922  .  403  ...  122 

1923  .  437  ...  124 

1924  .  423  ...  142 

1925  .  352  ...  137 

The  above  figures  shew  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  also  a  slight  reduction  in  the  notifications  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
during  1925.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  reduction  will  be  maintained  in 
the  years  to  come,  especially  when  we  bear  in  mind  the  statement  recently  made  by  Sir 
George  Newman  that  if  this  decline  should  continue  more  or  less  along  the  line  it  had 
followed  diming  recent  years,  tuberculosis  would  become  a  rare  disease  before  the  end  of  the 
present  century.  This  encouraging  and  hopeful  remark  must  not  allow  any  relaxation  of 
effort  in  our  endeavour  to  educate  the  public  in  the  prevention  of  this  wide-spread  disease. 
Better  housing,  healthier  occupations,  good  food,  including  a  clean  milk  supply,  and  the 
proper  care  of  the  health,  especially  in  respect  of  the  prevention  of  common  colds,  are  all 
factors  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis. 

77.  On  referring  to  Table  C  in  the  Appendix,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  highest  incidence 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurs  in  the  more  populous  areas,  such  as  Coventry  Rural,  Foles- 
hill,  Nuneaton  and  Leamington.  In  each  of  these  areas  there  is  available  a  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary,  the  Chief  Dispensary  serving  the  City  of  Coventry  and  the  Foleshill  and  Coventry 
Rural  Districts,  other  Branch  Dispensaries  being  situated  at  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Leamington, 
Stratford-on-Avon,  Atherstone,  and  Solihull.  Such  Dispensaries  continue  to  serve  a  useful 
purpose,  especially  as  centres  for  diagnosis,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  function  will  be  taken 
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advantage  of  more  and  more  by  Medical  Practitioners  so  that  patients  may  have  the  benefit 
of  the  earliest  possible  treatment  on  those  modern  lines  that  are  being  practised  and  developed 
by  those  who  are  making  a  special  study  of  this  disease. 

78.  Although  there  was  quite  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  the  number  of  deaths  has  slightly  increased,  256  as  against 
246  in  the  previous  year,  giving  a  Phthisis  Death-rate  of  0.70  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 

0.69  in  1924. 

79.  Of  the  489  cases  notified,  352  Pulmonary  and  137  of  other  forms,  331  have  been 
visited  in  their  homes  by  the  County  Health  Visitors.  To  these  339  re-visits  have  been 
paid,  and  881  re-visits  to  old  cases,  making  a  total  of  1,551  home  visits  paid  during  the 
year.  An  analysis  of  these  visits  appears  in  Table  (G)  of  the  Appendix. 

80.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  as  a  result  of  these  visits  improvements  in  ventilation 
were  made  in  76  of  the  houses  occupied  by  Tuberculous  patients. 

81.  At  the  Branch  Dispensaries  usually  held  weekly,  or  in  some  instances  twice  weekly,  the 
County  Health  Visitors  have  made  404  attendances. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 

82.  During  1925  the  number  of  new  patients  examined  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Joint 
Committee’s  seven  dispensaries  and  at  the  Sutton  Coldfield  School  Clinic  was  906.  In  1924 
the  number  was  941,  and  in  1923,  858.  The  attendances  at  the  seven  Dispensaries  and 
the  School  Clinic  numbered  3,214,  as  compared  with  3,482  in  1924  and  3,579  in  1923. 

83.  The  Dispensaries  are  open  as  follows 

Atherstone  from  1-30  to  4  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  ;  Coventry  from  5  to  9  p.m.  on  Tuesdays, 
and  from  2  to  5  p.m.  on  Fridays— other  days  b}^  appointment  ;  Leamington  from  10  a.m. 
to  12-30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.  on  Thursdays;  Nuneaton  from  10 
a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  and  from  2  to  4-30  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  ;  Rugby  from  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 
and  from  2  to  5  p.m.  on  Mondays  ;  Solihull  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Thursdays  ;  Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon  from  2  to  4-30  p.m.  on  Fridays  ;  and  the  Sutton  Coldfield  School  Clinic  is 
usually  open  on  a  Monday  in  each  month,  the  actual  dates  and  times  being  arranged  to 
suit  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Sutton  Coldfield  and  his  staff. 

84.  The  only  change  that  occurred  in  the  Committee’s  Medical  Staff  was  at  the  Memorial 
Sanatorium,  where  Dr.  MacNair  resigned  his  post  as  Resident  Medical  Officer,  on  being 
appointed  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  Essex,  ancl  Dr.  Horne  was  appointed  as  his  suc¬ 
cessor. 

85.  In  the  summer  of  1925,  the  number  of  beds  for  female  patients  at  Bramcote  was 
increased  from  8  to  15,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Joint  Committee  had  provided 
191  beds — 150  at  the  Memorial  Sanatorium  and  41  at  Bramcote. 

86.  In  addition,  the  Joint  Committee  continued  to  arrange  for  the  treatment  of  certain  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  General  Hospitals,  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  asked  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  increase  the  number  of  these  Hospital  beds 

from  24  to  35. 

87.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  Memorandum  requiring 
Local  Tuberculosis  Authorities  to  furnish  in  future,  more  systematic  and  complete  inform¬ 
ation  concerning  the  work  done  under  their  approved  schemes  than  has  been  asked  for  hither¬ 
to.  Local  Authorities  are  not  required  to  furnish  their  returns  in  the  new  form  for  the  year 
1925,  but  are  asked  to  do  so  if  possible,  and  in  this  area  this  request  of  the  Ministry  is  being 
complied  with,  although  the  Joint  Committee  have  protested  to  the  Ministry  against  the 
elaborate  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  used.  Information  concerning  the  Warwickshire  patients 
has  been  extracted  from  these  returns  and  is  set  out  in  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 
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88.  The  following  tables  give  the  usual  information  about  the  patients  dealt  with  under  the 
Joint  Committee’s  Scheme  : — 

Atherstone  Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 


New  Patients — 

;  Male 
<  Female 
[  Male 
(Female 


Adults 

Children 


18- 

11 

3 

9. 


Ml 


Pulmonary  ...  ...  11 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 

Not  Tuberculous  ...  26  ^-41 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year  2 


Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25. 

2 

0 


Put  on  Dispensary 
'treatment  during  1925. 

0 


Total. 

2] 

31 


;} 


Contacts 

examined 

3 


Tuberculous 

0 


Not  Tuberculous 

3 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 

0 

193 


New  Patients- 

Adults 

Children 


Coventry  Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 


Male 

64] 

Pulmonary 

45 " 

Female  ... 
Male 

65  | 

34  204 

Non-Pulmonary 

Not  Tuberculous 

6 

149 

•  204 

Female  ... 

41  J 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 

vation  at  end  of  year 

4j 

Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25 

0 

4 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1925 

0 

0 


Total 

0 

4 


} 


Contacts 

examined 

84 


Tuberculous 

o 


Not  Tuberculous 
82 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 


Total  Attendances  of  County  Patients 
Total  Attendances  of  Coventry  Patients 


1,065 

2,846 


3,911 


New  Patients- 

Adults 

Children 


Leamington  Dispensary. 

New  Patients- 


i  Male 

21  ' 

Pulmonary 

15] 

i  Female  ... 

26 

•  114 

Non-Pulmonary 

7  i 

(Male 

36 

Not  Tuberculous 

86  [  114 

i 

6j 

'Female  ... 

31 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year 

Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25 

4 

28 


Contaots 

examined 

45 


Tuberculous 

4 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1925 

2 

11 

Not  Tuberculous 

41 


Total 
6 
39 


1 


45 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 

0 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients 


490 


15 


New  Patients- 

Adults 

Children 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


Nuneaton  Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 
Not  Tuberculous 
Doubtful — -under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year 


79 

51 

35 

41 


•206 


Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25 

0 

15 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1925 

0 


Contaots 

examined 

49 


Tuberoulous 

4 


Not  Tuberoulous 

43 


Total 

0 

21 


41 

5 

147 

13 


■  206 


1 


21 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 
2 

694 


New  Patients — 


Rugby  Dispensary. 

New  Patients — 


Adults 

(Male 

25' 

Pulmonary 

... 

21 

(Female  ... 

23 

►80 

Non-Pulmonary 

... 

1 

Children 

{Male 

16 

Not  Tuberculous 

•  •  • 

55 

'Female 

16 

Doubtful — under  obser- 

vation  at  end  of  year 


Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25. 

1 

8 


Contacts 

examined 

18 


Tuberculous 

0 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1925. 

1 


Not  Tuberculous 
18 


Total, 
2 


10 


} 


12 


Doubtful — 
under  observatici 

0 


•80 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients  ...  ...  ...  429 


Solihull 

Dispensary. 

New  Patients- 

New  Patients — 

Adults 

1  Male 

... 

6] 

Pulmonary 

5 ' 

( Female 

... 

7  i 

3  « 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

Children 

1  Male 

... 

Not  Tuberculous 

13 

00 

1  Female 

... 

2  J 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 

vation  at  end  of  year 

oj 

On  Dispensary 

Put  on  Dispensary 

Treatment, 

1-1-25. 

Treatment  during  1925.  Total. 

Insured 

... 

3 

... 

00 

—  o 

Uninsured 

... 

4 

... 

Contaots 

Doubtful — 

examined 

Tuberculous 

Not  Tuberculous  under  observation 

6 

0 

6  0 

Total  Attendances  of  Patients  .  ...  85 


Stratford-on-  Avon  Dispensary. 

New  Patients —  New  Patients — 


Adults 

(Male 

16  1 

Pulmonary 

... 

14 

(Female  ... 

18  l 

4  [50 

Non-Pulmonary 

•  •• 

0 

Children 

(Male 

Not  Tuberculous 

•  .  • 

34 

l  Female  ... 

12  J 

Doubtful — under  obser- 

vation  at  end  of  year  2 


16 


Insured 

Uninsured 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment,  1-1-25 
1 
5 


Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment  during  1925. 

0 

1 


Total. 


Contacts 

examined 

20 


Tuberoulous 

Not  Tuberoulous 

Doubtful — 
under  observation 

2 

18 

0 

Total  Attendance  of  Patients  ...  ..  ..  186 


New  Patients' — 

i  Male 
i  Female 


Children 


Contacts 

Examined. 

2 


Sutton  Coldfield  School  Clinic. 


Tuberculous. 

0 


New  Patients — 

Pulmonary  ( 
Non-Pulmonary  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 
Doubtful— under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year  ... 


0 
0 

24  }>25 


1 


Not-Tuberculous. 

2 


Doubtful — 
under  observation. 

0 


Total  Attendances  of  Patients .  ...  72 


New  Patients — 

I  Male 
i  Female 
( Male 
I  Female 


Adults 


Children 


Cases  Visited  at  their  Homes. 


63] 

80  j 

9  f 

16  J 


168 


New  Patients — 

Pulmonary  . 

Non-Pulmonary 
Not  Tuberculous 

Doubtful — under  obser¬ 
vation  at  end  of  year 


80  }■  168 

0. 


On  referring  to  my  Report  for  1924,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  55  patients  under 
observation  at  the  Dispensaries  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  1925,  it  was  found  that  one 
of  these  was  tuberculous  and  particulars  concerning  this  patient  are  included  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  tables  bringing  the  total  number  of  patients  under  consideration  to  907. 


Stage  of  Disease. 
(All  new  cases). 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Doubt¬ 
ful  un¬ 
der  ob¬ 
serva¬ 
tion. 

Not 

Tuber¬ 

culous 

Total. 

Tubercle 
Bacilli 
not  present. 

Tubercle  Bacilli 
Present. 

Bones 

and 

Joints. 

Abdo¬ 

minal. 

Other 

Organs. 

Peri¬ 

pheral 

Glands. 

Stage 

1. 

Stage 

2. 

Stage 

3. 

53 

38 

61 

71 

16 

7 

4 

12 

31 

614 

907 

223 

39 

The  non-tuberculous  and  doubtful  cases  (645)  are  omitted  from  the  following  tables, 
which  deal  with  the  262  tuberculous  cases. 


Age  Periods. 

0-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  25-30  30-35  35-40  40-45  45-50  50-55  55-60  over  60  Total. 

8  13  19  33  37  42  30  30  24  12  5  6  3  262 


17 


Good,  up  to 
4  decayed. 

155 


Near  relatives 
affected. 


83 


Condition  of  Teeth. 

More  than  Pyorrhoea,  Dentures,  partial 

4  decayed.  Alveolaris.  or  complete.  Total. 

35  38  34  262 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis. 

Distant  relatives  Negative  family 

affected.  history.  Total. 

27  152  262 


Examinations  of  568  patients  who  were  known  to  us  for  a  period  of  at  least  twelve 
months,  were  carried  out  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  their  working  capacity  : — 


Doing  some  work  at 
date  of  examination. 

203 

35-6% 


Not  working,  but 
able  for  light  work. 

42 

7-4% 


Unfit  for  work  of 
any  kind. 

323 

57% 


Total. 

568 


89.  Patients  (including  Non-Tuberculous  Cases)  Visited 


IN 

THEIR 

Homes. 

Sanitary  District. 

New  Cases 

Old  Cases 

Total. 

Alcester  Rural 

•  •  • 

... 

11 

13 

24 

Atherstone  Rural  ... 

4 

21 

25 

Brailes  Rural 

4 

2 

6 

Bulkingt on  Urban  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Coventry  Rural 

1 

2 

3 

Farnborough  Rural 

2 

2 

4 

Foleshill  Rural 

10 

32 

42 

Kenilworth  Urban  ... 

I 

2 

3 

Borough  of  Leamington 

15 

11 

26 

Meriden  Rural 

9 

26 

35 

Monks  Kirby  Rural 

2 

1 

3 

Borough  of  Nuneaton 

32 

39 

71 

Nuneaton  Rural 

3 

5 

8 

Rugby  Rural 

9 

23 

32 

Rugby  Urban 

17 

40 

57 

Solihull  Rural 

9 

6 

15 

Southam  Rural 

0 

6 

6 

Borough  of  Stratford-on-Avon 

3 

2 

5 

Stratford-on-Avon  Rural  ... 

5 

8 

13 

Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield 

8 

19 

27 

Tamworth  Rural 

12 

11 

23 

Borough  of  Warwick 

4 

9 

13 

Warwick  Rural 

6 

3 

9 

168* 

285 

453 

*  80  not  tuberculous. 

90.  Institutional  Treatment. — Information  concerning  the  number  of  admissions  and  dis¬ 
charges,  average  length  of  stay,  results  of  treatment,  and  the  institutions  made  use  of  during 
he  year,  is  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 

A  dmissions.  Discharges.  * 


Sanatoria  : — 

Bramcote 
Memorial 
Colonies  : — 

Papworth  (Cambridge) 

Hospitals  : — 

Coventry  &  Warwickshire 
St.  Gerards’  (Coleshill) 

Northwood  Sanatorium  (Middlesex) 

Rugby  . 

Nuneaton 

Warneford  (Leamington) 

Wingfield  (Oxford) 


73 

154 

0 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1 

x 

5 

1 


74 

156 

1 

0 

1 

2 

25 

1 

3 

1 


261 


264 


♦Including  deaths  and  transfers. 
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Average  duration  of  Treatment — all  Institutions 
Average  duration  of  Treatment — Bramcote  Sanatorium 
Average  duration  of  Treatment — Memorial  Sanatorium 
Deaths  in  Institutions  (included  in  discharges)  : — 
Bramcote  Sanatorium 
Memorial  Sanatorium 
North  wood  Sanatorium 
Rugby  Hospital 


24.14  weeks. 
13.98  weeks. 
27.84  weeks. 


21 

6 

2 

1 


30 


Further  details  as  to  the  immediate  results  of  institutional  treatment  will  be  found 
in  Table  F.  of  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 


91.  Contributions  by  Patients. — The  Treasurer  informs  me  that  during  the  year  the  total 
amount  received  from  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  patients  was  £239  4s.  lid.  The  amount 
received  in  1924  was  £576  14s.  id.,  and  in  1923  £688  3s.  3d. 


92.  Sputum  Examination. — One  hundred  and  sixty-three  (163)  of  the  216  cases  of  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum  and  in  53  cases  the  bacilli  were  not 
found  or  the  patients  had  no  sputum.  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  specimens  of  sputum 
from  County  patients  were  examined  in  the  laboratory  at  the  Coventry  Dispensary  and  351 
specimens  of  sputum  were  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at  Birmingham  University  from  patients 
attending  the  Dispensaries. 


93.  Contacts. — Routine  examination  of  contacts  was  continued.  In  1924,  69  per  cent,  of 

the  contacts  who  were  asked  to  attend  the  Dispensaries  for  examination,  did  so.  In  1925, 
86  per  cent,  attended.  The  actual  number  of  contacts  examined  in  1925  was  227,  being  five 
less  than  in  1924. 


94.  Details  as  to  appointments,  and  the  results  of  examination  are  given  in  the  following 
tables  : — 


Dispensaries. 

Appointments 

Attendances 

Atherstone  ... 

4 

3 

Coventry 

96 

84 

Leamington  ... 

48 

45 

Nuneaton 

60 

49 

Rugby  . 

20 

18 

Solihull  . 

12 

6 

Stratford-on-Avon  ... 

24 

20 

Sutton  Coldfield  School  Clinic 

2 

2 

266 

227 

Contacts  Examined 

227 


Tuberculous 

12 


Not  Tuberculous 

213 


85  per  cent. 


Doubtful — 
under  observation 
2 


95.  Dispensary  Treatment. — The  number  of  patients  who  had  this  form  of  treatment  in 
1925  was  102.  In  1924  it  was  98. 


96.  X-Ray  Examinations. — The  number  of  X-Ray  examinations  made  during  the  year 
was  531 ,  an  increase  of  5  over  the  1924  figure.  Five  hundred  and  twenty  (520)  examinations 
of  the  chest  were  made,  and  11  examinations  of  other  parts.  There  were  520  screen  ex¬ 
aminations  and  11  photographs  were  taken. 

Children. — Two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  (298)  children  (up  to  15  years  of  age)  were 
examined  at  the  Dispensaries,  132  boys  and  166  girls.  Fifteen  (15)  of  these  were  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ;  of  the  remainder  14  were  doubtful  cases,  and  under  ob¬ 
servation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  while  256  children  showed  no  definite  evidence  of  tuber 
culosis.  The  fifteen  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  into  Stage  I.,  12  ;  Stage  II.,  2  ;  Stag- 
Ill.,  1. 
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97.  Shelters. — The  number  of  shelters  available  for  the  County  is  64.  The  Joint  Committee 

own  38  of  these.  The  number  in  use  by  Warwickshire  patients  on  the  31st  December, 
1925,  was  55.  During  the  year  22  shelters  were  removed  on  ceasing  to  be  required,  and 
22  were  erected  at  new  addresses. 


98.  Dental  Treatment. — Particulars  of  the  Dental  treatment  at  the  Memorial  and  Bram- 
cote  Sanatoria  appear  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  these  Institutions. 
No  patients  were  given  dental  treatment  in  connection  with  the  Dispensaries  during  1925. 


99.  Ajter-Care. — There  were  36  applications  for  help, 

to  deal  successfully  with  32  of  these  cases  : — 

Clothing  supplied 
Financial  Help  ... 

Employment  found  . 

Special  Nursing  Arrangements  made  .. 
Admitted  to  Convalescent  homes 
Admitted  to  Infirmary  ... 

Special  Social  Service 


The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  was  able 


4 

8 

3 
9 

4 
1 
3 


32 

Unable  to  help  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


36 


100.  Extra  Nourishment. — The  Joint  Committee  continued  to  grant  extra  nourishment  to 
suitable  cases.  Their  expenditure  must  not  exceed  £2  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the 
area.  During  the  year  the  Committee  granted  extra  nourishment  to  25  patients.  Grants 
ceased  to  30  patients  during  the  period  under  consideration,  and  there  were  nineteen  patients 
having  extra  diets  on  the  31st  December,  1925.  The  Treasurer  informs  me  that  the  sum  of 
£348  13s.  9d.  was  spent  on  extra  nourishment  for  patients  in  Warwickshire  and  Coventry  in 
1925.  In  1924  the  amount  was  £380  14s.  lid.  As  a  general  rule  the  Committee  do  not 
give  grants  of  extra  nourishment  to  patients,  whose  total  family  income,  after  deducting  the 
rent,  exceeds  10s.  per  head  per  week.  Cases  of  extreme  poverty,  which  can  only  be  dealt 
with  by  outdoor  relief,  are  referred  to  the  Guardians. 

101.  Nurse  Shaw  (Tuberculosis  Nurse)  visited  129  patients  (26  of  whom  were  discharged 
soldiers)  in  their  homes.  The  number  of  similar  visits  made  by  the  County  Health  Visitors 
was  1,675. 

102.  Payment  of  Patients’  Travelling  Expenses.— The  Joint  Committee  have  power  to  pay 
the  travelling  expenses  of  necessitous  patients  between  their  homes  and  Dispensaries  and 
Sanatoria,  and  during  1925  the  sum  of  £35  12s.  l|d.  was  expended  for  this  purpose.  This 
amount  does  not  take  into  account  the  upkeep  of  the  ambulances  at  the  Memorial  and 
Bramcote  Sanatoria. 

103.  Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — With  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
Joint  Committee  have  authorised  the  sending  of  suitable  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
to  any  approved  orthopaedic  clinic  in  the  area  for  examination  by  an  orthopaedic  surgeon. 
The  Joint  Committee  have  asked  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  increase  their  beds  for  patients 
suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  from  24  to  35.  If  this  increase  be  granted  it 
should  have  the  effect  of  making  available  for  pulmonary  cases,  a  few  beds  at  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Sanatoria,  hitherto  occupied  by  non-pulmonary  cases. 

104.  Poor  Law  Institutions. — The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  a  circular  dated  the  21st  July, 
1925,  drew  attention  to  the  need  for  effective  co-operation  between  Local  Authorities  and 
Poor  Law  Authorities  in  the  matter  of  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  and  suggested  that  this 
might  be  facilitated  if  Tuberculosis  Officers  were  appointed  as  consultants  upon  the  Staffs 
of  Poor  Law  Institutions.  After  consideration  the  Joint  Committee  decided  that  they 
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would  raise  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  this  course,  where  the  Poor  Law  Authority 
concerned,  so  desired,  but  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  wordd  be  no  advantage  in  this, 
as  the  consultant  services  of  their  Tuberculosis  Officers  are  available  for  all  doctors  in  the 
area,  including  the  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions. 

105.  Legislation  affecting  Tuberculosis. — Legislation  affecting  Tuberculosis  is  included  in 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62  of  which  enacts  that  under  certain  conditions,  a 
County  Council  or  Local  Authority  may  apply  for,  and  a  court  may  make  an  order  for 
the  removal  of  a  person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  an  institution.  This 
Act  came  into  force  on  the  8th  September,  1925. 

In  addition  an  Order  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  the  31st  July,  1925, 
which  gives  Local  Authorities  power  to  take  steps  to  prevent  persons  known  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Tuberculosis,  and  to  be  in  an  infectious  state,  from  handling  milk. 

106.  Sanocrysin. — A  new  form  of  treatment  has  been  adopted  at  the  Memorial  Sanatorium, 
as  a  result  of  Dr.  Heaf’s  study  leave  spent  in  Denmark  last  Spring.  The  treatment  con¬ 
sists  in  the  use  of  a  gold-containing  substance  called  sanocrysin  and  was  commenced  in  the 
summer  of  1925.  Although  it  would  be  premature  to  pass  a  definite  opinion,  I  think  I 
may  say  that  the  immediate  results  are  encouraging,  at  any  rate  in  the  majority  of  the 
cases  treated  so  far.  Suitable  cases  improve  more  quickly  than  with  ordinary  sanatorium 
treatment,  and  the  tubercle  bacilli  either  disappear  from  the  sputum  or  become  less  num¬ 
erous.  In  some  cases  the  bacilli  disappeared  in  a  very  short  space  of  time.  Undue  opti¬ 
mism  is,  however,  to  be  deprecated  and  the  patients  treated  with  sanocrysin  must  be  care¬ 
fully  watched  for  a  considerable  period,  before  we  can  judge  of  the  ultimate  efficacy  of  this 
remedy. 

J.  McG.  WILLIAMS, 

Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

107.  During  the  year  4,631  examinations  were  made  of  material  submitted  by  Medical 
Practitioners  (by  the  University  Laboratory,  Birmingham,  4,539,  and  by  Dr.  Fyfe,  Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon,  92),  as  against  3,416  in  the  previous  year. 


1924.  1925. 

Swabs  from  suspected  Diphtheria  cases  ...  1938  ...  2435 

Swabs  from  Diphtheria  Contacts  .  459  ...  1109 

Blood  examinations  for  Typhoid  and  Para -Typhoid  175  ...  102 

Blood  films  for  Malaria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Faeces  for  Typhoid  ...  ...  .  6  ...  4 

Faeces  for  Dysentery  ...  ...  .  3  ...  4 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  ...  ...  ...  ...  831  ...  970) 

Cebro-Spinal  Fluid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ —  ...  4 

Special  Examinations  ...  .  ...  3  ...  3 


Total  ..  3416  ..  4631 


108.  From  the  above  figures  it  is  shewn  that  Diphtheria  was  responsible  for  this  large 
increase,  due  to  the  wide-spread  epidemic  in  the  north  of  the  County  which  lasted  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

109.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  2,435  swabs  were  submitted  from  suspected  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  there  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  542  cases  and  in  the  previous 
year  1,938  swabs  and  375  cases,  a  proportion  for  the  two  years  of  just  under  1  in  5. 

110.  In  view  of  the  growing  increase  in  the  number  of  Contact  Swabs  and  of  the  fact  that 
a  very  large  proportion  of  Contacts  are  either  entirely  negative  or  if  positive  are  seldom 
found  to  be  a  danger  to  the  Community,  I  was  authorised  early  this  year  to  send  the  foll¬ 
owing  communication  to  all  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  County  : — 
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Diphtheria  Swabs. 

“  The  question  of  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Diphtheria  Swabs  has  recently 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  in  view  of  the  im¬ 
portant  evidence  submitted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Reports  on  Public  Health  and 
Medical  Subjects,  No.  10  (Diphtheria)  and  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  in  their  Report 
on  the  value  and  limitations  of  Laboratory  Diagnosis  in  Diphtheria,  1923. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  customary  to  take  repeated  Swabs  from  all  patients  convalescing 
from  Diphtheria,  freedom  from  infection  not  being  declared  until  at  least  two  consecutive 
negative  results  have  been  obtained.  This  practice  has  also  been  followed  in  many  Isolation 
Hospitals  before  the  discharge  of  any  Diphtheria  Patient  is  permitted.  The  cost  of  examin¬ 
ation  of  such  swabs  is  borne  entirely  by  the  County  Council,  the  total  expenditure  on  bacteri¬ 
ological  Examinations  having  increased  from  £542  in  1921  to  £1,123  in  1925. 

In  accordance  with  the  evidence  referred  to  above,  the  following  conclusions  have  been 
arrived  at,  necessitating  some  alteration  in  procedure,  which  the  County  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  are  confident  will  effect  considerable  economy  without  detracting  from  the  value  of  the 
facilities  hitherto  provided  : — 

(1)  Diphtheria  Convalescents. — Swabbing  of  Diphtheria  Convalescents  need  be  under¬ 
taken  only  in  those  cases  shewing  chronic  nasal  discharge,  chronic  sore  throat  or 
any  other  clinical  signs  of  infectivity,  freedom  from  infection  being  assumed  when 
clinically  all  diphtheria  infected  surfaces  have  returned  to  the  normal  and  infec¬ 
tive  discharges  have  ceased. 

(2)  A  Diphtheria  Convalescent  School  Child  should  not  be  re-admitted  to  School  until 
a  period  of  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  end  of  the  attack,  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  being  responsible  for  certification  of  fitness. 

(3)  Facilities  will  be  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the  University  Laboratory, 
Birmingham,  for  a  “  virulence  test  ”  to  be  made  in  any  case  of  exceptionally 
protracted  convalescence,  with  a  view  to  expediting  such  patient’s  release  from 
isolation.  The  County  Council  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  a  “  virulence 
test  ”  unless  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  first  referred  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  his  authorisation. 

(4)  Diphtheria  Contacts. — Swabs  need  not  be  taken  from  all  family  or  house  Con¬ 
tacts,  but  only  from  those  in  the  same  house  suffering  from  sore  throat,  sore  nose, 
or  shewing  any  other  clinical  signs  of  infectivity.” 

(5)  When  a  patient  suffering  from  Diphtheria  has  been  removed  to  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  School  Children  in  the  same  house  should  be  kept  away  from  School 
for  two  weeks,  and  should  be  re-admitted  preferably  only  after  a  careful  clinical 
examination  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(6)  When  a  patient  is  treated  at  home,  no  other  child  from  the  same  house  should 
attend  school  while  the  patient  is  infectious,  nor  for  two  weeks  afterwards.  This 
period  must  be  extended  in  the  case  of  contacts  suffering  from  sore  throat,  sore 
nose,  or  any  other  signs  of  clinical  infectivity,  until  a  bacteriological  Report 
establishes  their  non-diphtherial  nature. 

(7)  Facilities  for  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Swabs  from  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria  will  be  provided  as  hitherto,  but  it  is  unwise  to  delay  diagnosis  until 
the  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  Bacteriologist,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  in  their  Report  on  the  Laboratory  Diagnosis  of  Diphtheria. 
“  It  is  needful  at  the  outset  to  emphasise  the  fact,  that  the  diagnosis  of  the 
disease — diphtheria — is  the  province  of  the  clinician  alone  ;  he  cannot  place 
any  of  the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Bacteriologist.” 

Y ours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  A.  HAMILTON  WOOD, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

111.  During  1925,  while  the  number  of  new  cases  attending  the  Treatment  Centres  remained 
much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  250  as  against  264,  the  attendances  for  continued 
treatment  have  greatly  increased,  5,527  as  against  3,919.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are  as 
follows  : — 
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Wameford 

Coventry 

(ten.  Hosp. 

Hosp.  of 
St.  Cross 

Nuneaton 

Persons  dealt  with  at  Outpatient  Clinic 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

B’ham. 

V.D.  Clinic 

Totals. 

for  first  time  ... 

Persons  not  suffering  from  Veneral 

26 

47 

39 

42 

96 

250 

Disease  ... 

Persons  discharged  from  Clinic  after 

— 

10 

7 

12 

19 

48 

completion  of  treatment 

Persons  who  ceased  to  attend  without 

- - 

12 

— 

6 

18 

36 

completing  treatment  . 

Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at 

25 

46 

— 

8 

38 

117 

Clinic 

638 

1409 

870 

472 

2138 

5527 

1 12.  The  Nuneaton  Clinic,  now  in  its  second  year,  is  doing  good  work,  in  that  the  attendances 
are  now  double  those  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  and  yet  the  number  of  new  cases  has 
actually  diminished,  96  as  compared  with  105. 

113.  Although  it  is  now  generally  accepted  that  Venereal  Disease  is  definitely  declining, 
and  that  since  the  introduction  of  Treatment  Centres,  Syphilis  has  been  controlled  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  the  problem  of  the  eradication  and  prevention  of  Venereal  Disease  still 
remains  unsolved.  It  is  true  that  most  Treatment  Centres  are  taken  advantage  of  widely 
by  men  in  need  of  treatment,  but  reference  to  admissions  to  the  various  County  Clinics  shews 
that  comparatively  few  women  present  themselves  for  treatment.  If  there  is  as  much 
innocent  infection  as  has.  been  suggested,  then  some  means  other  than  public  Treatment 
Centres  must  be  provided  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  many  women  who  cannot  be  classed  among 
the  abandoned,  and  who  hesitate  to  make  public  among  other  patients  the  fact  that  they  are 
suffering  from  this  disease.  Only  in  the  Doctor’s  Surgery  can  privacy  be  secured,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  in  this  direction  that  treatment  must  be  developed,  if  the  benefits  are  to 
extend  equally  to  both  sexes. 

1 14.  At  the  five  Treatment  Centres,  only  40  new  cases  during  the  year  were  women  as  against 
162  men. 

• 

115.  With  regard  to  Propaganda,  an  intensive  Educational  Campaign  was  held  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1924,  in  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Warwick,  and  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
similar  meetings  again  during  the  coming  Autumn.  Notices  of  facilitiesfor  treatment  have 
been  sent  to  all  Railway  Stations  in  the  County,  and  many  of  them  have  displayed  these  in 
lavatories,  etc.  Supplies  have  also  been  sent  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  for  posting  in 
Public  Urinals. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

116.  Inspection  oj  Midwives.- — There  were  225  Midwives  practising  in  the  County  during 
the  year  as  against  192  in  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number  129  have  been  inspected  by  the 
County  Inspectors  of  Midwives  and  48  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  in  respect  of  Midwives  of  affiliated  Associations,  while  48  Midwives  living  outside  the 
Administrative  County  but  practising  within  it  were  inspected  by  other  County  or  County 
Borough  authorities. 

117.  Of  the  Midwives  inspected,  195  were  trained  and  30  were  bona  fide,  a  reduction  of  6 
bona  fide  midwives  on  the  previous  j'ear. 

118.  363  Inspections  were  made  of  bags,  appliances,  registers,  etc.,  and  in  addition  366 
visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  various  matters  pertaining  to  the  practice  of  mid¬ 
wives,  making  a  total  of  729  visits  to  midwives  during  the  year. 

119.  Of  the  6,677  births,  4,890  or  73  per  cent,  were  attended  by  midwives,  and  1,787  or  27 
per  cent,  were  attended  by  Doctors  either  alone  or  with  the  help  of  handy  women.  This 
latter  percentage  was  24  in  the  previous  year. 

120.  As  a  result  of  inspections  there  were  found  unsatisfactory  bags  6,  appliances  4,  regis¬ 
ters  4,  the  practice  of  the  midwives  being  described  as  good  in  158,  fair  in  15,  and  poor  in 
4  instances. 
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121.  9  Midwives  resigned  during  the  year  for  the  following  reasons — 4  to  take  up  other 
work,  3  on  account  of  bad  health,  1  marriage,  and  1  owing  to  old  age.  1  Midwife  died  during 
the  year  and  1  was  removed  from  the  roll  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  This  midwife 
while  residing  in  the  County  area  was  practising  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  her  case  was 
referred  to  the  Board  by  that  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

122.  Training  of  Midwives.— The  sum  of  £250  was  again  provided  by  the  County  Council 
to  assist  the  training  of  pupil  midwives  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations 
and  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

123.  Grants  of  £30  each  were  made  in  this  connection  in  respect  of  five  pupils  during  the 
financial  year. 

124.  In  view  of  Circular  559  an  alteration  was  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  payment 
of  this  grant  towards  training.  The  County  Council  decided  that  £13  should  be  paid  during 
the  year  to  an  Association  when  a  pupil  midwife  obtained  her  Central  Midwives  Board  cer¬ 
tificate,  and  £17  when  the  midwife  trained,  actually  commenced  work  for  the  Association. 

125.  This  method  of  payment  is  to  remain  in  force  until  March  31st,  1927,  when  the 
position  is  to  be  reconsidered. 

126.  This  question  has,  however,  since  been  reconsidered  by  the  Council  with  a  view  to 
the  making  of  a  grant  towards  the  provision  of  midwives  independently  of  the  training  of 
midwives,  and  the  County  Council  has  recently  resolved  to  pay  8  grants  of  £17  each  to 
Nursing  Associations  appointing  a  trained  midwife  whom  they  have  not  caused  to  be 
trained  themselves,  whether  it 'be  a  new  appointment  or  to  fill  a  vacancy,  such  grants,  being 
limited  to  two  in  any  year  to  an  Association  employing  one  midwife  only,  and  to  four 
where  two  or  more  midwives  are  employed. 

127.  This  has  necessitated  an  addition  being  made  to  the  estimates  for  the  year  1926-27, 
of  £136,  making  a  total  for  training  and  provision  of  £386. 

128.  Grants  in  respect  of  midwifery  services  have  also  been  made  during  the  year  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association  to  the  extent  of  £300,  to  assist  affiliated  district  Associations 
undertaking  midwifery,  and  of  £75  towards  starting  one  new  District  Association  and 
extending  an  existing  one.  Further  grants  are  also  made  towards  Staff  Salaries  of  £145, 
making  a  total  payable  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  of  approximately  £900. 

129.  Stillbirths. — 91  notices  of  stillbirth  have  been  received  as  against  81  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  these,  20  occurred  in  or  near  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton,  12  in  the  Bedworth  and 
Bulkington  Districts,  8  in  the  Atherstone  Rural  District,  and  17  in  the  districts  of  the 
County  Nursing  Association. 

130.  Maternal  Mortality. — 34  deaths  associated  with  child  birth  have  resulted  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  29  in  1924,  20  in  1923,  and  37  in  1922. 

Of  the  34  deaths,  11  were  due  to  Puerperal  Septicaemia,  and  23  to  other  accidents 
and  diseases  of  parturition,  giving  a  maternal  mortality  of  5  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  4.3  in  the  previous  year. 

131.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  record  a  further  increase  in  this  figure  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  provision  is  made  in  the  County  for  the  Hospital  treatment  of  com¬ 
plicated  maternity  cases  and  that  there  is  Maternity  Home  provision  for  cases  whose  home 
conditions  are  unsatisfactory  for  confinement.  It  can  only  be  concluded  that  without 
such  facilities,  the  Maternal  mortality  would  be  higher  still. 

132.  The  distribution  of  these  maternal  deaths  was  fairly'-  general  throughout  the  County, 
Meriden  recording  5  deaths,  Foleshill  4,  Nuneaton  Borough,  Leamington  and  Solihull  each 
3,  and  Warwick  Borough,  Sutton  Coldfield,  Alcester,  Brailes,  Rugby  Rural,  Southam  and 
Warwick  Rural  each  2,  while  Rugby  Urban  and  Atherstone  recorded  one  death  each. 


24 


133.  A  detailed  investigation  into  the  circumstances  of  maternal  deaths  occurring  in  the 
practice  of  midwives  in  the  Administrative  County  has  been  carried  out  in  the  past,  but  it 
is  my  wish,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  to  extend 
this  enquiry  during  the  current  year,  to  include  all  maternal  deaths  registered. 

134.  Ante- Natal  Clinics. — The  two  principal  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  County  are  at  3, 
The  Butts,  Warwick,  and  16,  Hillmorton  Road,  Rugby,  both  run  in  association  with  the  County 
Maternity  Homes.  These  are  now  under  the  medical  supervision  of  Dr.  Katherine  Scott, 
who  attends  a  third  but  smaller  Clinic  at  Stoke  Heath,  Coventry.  Dr.  L.  L.  Fyfe  is  also 
responsible  for  a  small  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Stratford-on-Avon. 

135.  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  1925. 


Clinic. 

Ndw  Cases. 

Attendances. 

Warwick 

92 

287 

Rugby  . 

98 

196 

Stoke  Heath 

8 

34 

Stratford-on-Avon  ... 

20 

74 

Total 

...  218 

591 

136.  Dr.  Katherine  Scott,  reporting  on  her  work  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  says  : — 

“  The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Warwick  has  dealt  with  some  92  expectant  mothers  during 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1926.  Of  these,  the  majority  have  been  normal  cases,  but 
11  have  been  treated  for  Albuminuria,  2  were  referred  for  hospital  treatment  on  account  of 
pelvic  deformity  and  there  were  3  cases  of  Venereal  Disease. 

“  None  of  the  albuminurics  developed  eclampsia  and  only  one  still-birth  occurred. 

“  At  Stoke  Heath  the  number  of  attendances  remains  small,  there  having  been  only 
8  new  cases  during  the  year.  Of  these,  all  were  normal  with  the  exception  of  one  showing 
mental  symptoms,  referred  for  Hospital  treatment.  The  attendances  and  the  results 
obtained  at  these  two  Clinics  compare  favourably,  I  think,  with  those  of  previous  years. 

“  This  is  the  first  entire  year  I  have  had  charge  of  the  Clinic  at  Rugby. 

“  It  is  held  on  alternate  Wednesday  mornings,  and  during  the  year  there  have  been 
98  Expectant  Mothers  on  the  registers,  and  these  have  made  196  attendances.  There  have 
been  9  cases  of  albuminuria,  one  of  whom  unfortunately  developed  Eclampsia,  but  recovered 
and  both  mother  and  child  are  alive. 

“  Two  cases  were  referred  to  the  Hospital  for  Caesarian  section,  one  on  account  of 
gross  pelvic  deformity  and  the  other  an  elderly  primipara  with  glycosuria. 

“  It  has  been  gratifying  to  note  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases  have  been  sent 
to  this  Clinic  by  outside  Midwives.” 

137.  Medical  Help  for  Midwives.- — 885  notices  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received  as 
against  762  in  the  previous  year,  and  of  these  only  229  were  submitted  as  claims  for  pay¬ 
ment  from  Medical  Practitioners  amounting  to  £333  12s.  Od. 

138.  During  the  year  £88  7s.  Od.  of  the  total  fees  paid  to  Practitioners  was  received  from 
the  patients,  the  money  in  many  instances  being  secured  with  difficulty.  Fees  amounting 
to  £128  9s.  6d.  were  remitted  and  claims  totalling  £111  11s.  Od.  were  sent  to  the  husbands 
of  the  patients,  the  amount  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year  being  £23  4s.  Od. 

139.  With  regard  to  outstanding  cases  in  respect  of  the  year  1924,  further  contributions 
amounting  to  £7  19s.  Od.  have  been  collected  during  the  year  under  review,  while  in  22 
other  cases  the  circumstances  were  reconsidered  and  the  contributions  were  remitted,  the 
total  sum  represented  in  such  instances  being  £24  10s.  6d. 

140.  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. — Arrangements  for  the  admission  of  complicated  mid¬ 
wifery  cases  to  the  Wameford  Hospital,  Leamington,  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital,  Coventry,  and  the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby,  continue  as  mentioned  in  my 


25 


Report  for  1924.  With  regard  to  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  provision  is 
also  made  for  the  admission  of  normal  County  maternity  cases  residing  near  the  City  of 
Coventry,  whose  home  conditions  are  unfavourable  for  confinement. 

141.  During  1925,46  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  above  Hospitals  ; 
21  to  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital ;  16  to  the  Warneford  Hospital,  Leam¬ 
ington  ;  and  9  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby.  The  total  cost  of  the  46  cases  was 
£431  3s.  5d.,  and  of  this  £125  2s.  Od.  was  incurred  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital;  £194  13s.  lid.  at  the  Warneford  Hospital,  Leamington;  and  £111  7s.  6d.  at 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby.  Contributions  according  to  scale  have  been  recovered 
from  patients  amounting  to  £133  7s.  3d.,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  contributions  amount¬ 
ing  to  £10  8s.  Od.  were  still  outstanding. 

142.  During  the  year  one  complicated  case,  that  of  an  unmarried  mother,  was  admitted 
to  the  Warneford  Hospital  as  an  emergency  case,  the  cost  of  maintenance,  amounting  to 
£19  16s.  Od.  The  question  of  recovery  of  contributions  from  the  putative  father  was 
taken  into  Court  at  no  expense  to  the  County  Council,  and  as  a  result  £10  was  paid  to 
the  County  Council  by  him. 

143.  Orthopaedic  treatment. — Arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  year  under  review 
for  the  Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  can  conveniently  be 
sent  to  the  Dunsmoor  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Coventry.  This  Clinic,  organised  and  maintained 
by  the  Coventry  Cripples  Guild  with  Mr.  Wilson  Stuart  of  Birmingham  as  Consulting  Sur 
geon  assisted  by  an  efficient  staff,  including  a  resident  Orthopaedic  Sister,  has  already  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council  for  the  treatment  of 
children  of  school  age,  and  the  facilities  offered  have  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  usefulness. 

144.  The  ascertainment  of  cripples  under  five  is  being  undertaken  at  present,  through  the 
County  Health  Visiting  Staff,  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  etc.  The  clinic  has  accordingly  been 
taken  advantage  of  for  these  younger  children  only  to  a  slight  extent,  but  a  beginning  has 
been  made  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  considerably  developed  during  the  coming  year. 

145.  Up  to  December  31st,  1925,  five  children  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  for  treatment,  3 
suffering  from  Infantile  Paralysis,  and  2  from  Rickets,  and  20  attendances  were  made.  One 
of  the  three  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  received  operative  treatment  at  the  Woodlands 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  at  a  cost  of  £21  18s.  2d. 

146.  For  the  coming  year  there  has  been  provided  in  the  estimates  the  sum  of  £350  for  this 
purpose,  parents  being  expected  to  contribute  to  the  cost  in  accordance  with  an  income  scale 
approved  by  the  Council. 

147.  Work  of  Health  Visitors  under  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  Etc. 

(Table  G.) 

Health  Visiting  Staff. — The  work  of  this  Department  is  carried  out  entirely  by  whole¬ 
time  officers,  whose  time  is  apportioned  as  follows  : — Infant  Visiting  and  attendance  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  one  half,  School  Nursing,  one-third,  Tuberculosis  Visiting  and  attendance  at 
Dispensaries  approximately  one-ninth,  the  remainder  being  devoted  to  the  Inspection  of 
Midwives  practising  independently  and  of  those  attached  to  unaffiliated  Nursing  Associations. 

148.  There  are  now  sixteen  Health  Visitors  working  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Miss 
M.  S.  Lowe.  One  of  this  number  was  appointed  during  the  year  under  review  when  the 
strength  of  the  staff  was  brought  up  once  more  to  that  of  1920.  Early  in  the  present  year  how¬ 
ever,  one  of  the  existing  members  of  the  staff,  Miss  E.  M.  Halford,  was  appointed  Assistant 
Superintendent  in  the  hope  of  giving  some  relief  to  Miss  Lowe  who  has  served  the  County 
faithfully  and  well  for  the  last  twenty-three  years. 
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149.  The  work  of  the  whole  staff,  without  exception,  has  been,  during  the  past  year, 
most  praiseworthy.  Additional  duties,  meaning  extra  work,  have  been  undertaken  un¬ 
grudgingly,  but  the  return  for  their  labours  in  a  practical  form  is  expressed  in  the  continued 
low  infant  death-rate  of  the  County  and  the  marked  improvement  in  infant  health  generally. 
In  their  sphere  as  School  Nurses,  they  have  also  contributed  largely  to  those  creditable  re¬ 
sults  of  the  treatment  of  school  children  recorded  in  my  last  Annual  Report  on  the  School 
Medical  Service.  Expressed  in  figures,  a  record  of  the  year’s  work  is  shewn  in  detail  in 
Tables  G,  H,  I,  and  J  of  the  Appendix. 


150.  In  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  County,  that  is  the  administrative  County  except¬ 
ing  the  Boroughs  of  Nuneaton,  Leamington  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  4,922  births  were  regis¬ 
tered,  and  of  these  first  visits  were  paid  to  2,785.  In  addition  600  visits  were  paid  to  children 
between  12  months  and  5  years  and  with  6,654  re-visits,  a  total  of  10,039  visits  were  paid 
during  the  year  to  infants  and  children  under  5  years.  This  represents  an  average  of  627 
home-visits  per  Health  Visitor,  bearing  in  mind  that  only  half  her  time  is  devoted  to  Infant 
Welfare. 


151.  This,  however,  is  far  from  representing  the  amount  of  time  spent  in  Infant  Welfare, 
since  the  staff  have  registered  885  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  28  attendances  at 
Ante-Natal  Clinics,  and  901  home-visits  to  expectant  mothers. 


152.  Of  the  2,785  births  visited  77  per  cent,  of  the  infants  were  found  to  be  entirely  breast¬ 
fed,  the  same  percentage  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  8  per  cent,  were  partly  breast-fed  and 
15  per  cent,  were  entirely  bottle-fed.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  only  5  long-tubed  bottles 
of  the  old-fashioned  type  were  resorted  to  as  against  13  in  the  previous  year. 


153.  The  health  of  the  babies  visited  is  described  as 'satisfactory  in  90  per  cent,  but  25 
were  found  to  be  wasting  and  11  were  neglected.  Twelve  cases  were  reported  to  the  N.S. 
P.C.C.,  and  were  dealt  with  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

154.  The  number  of  Mothers  employed  in  factories  before  and  after  confinement  was  re¬ 
spectively  67  and  23  as  against  69  and  6  in  the  previous  year. 


155.  In  their  visits  to  the  homes,  120  houses  were  reported  by  the  County  Health  Visitors 
to  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the  remedying  of  structural  defects  or  for  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisance. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

156.  Since  my  last  Report  new  Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  been  opened  at  Bidford-on- 
Avon,  Great  Alne,  Keresley  Colliery,  Walsgrave  and  Wilnecote,  and  they  have  all  been  ap¬ 
proved  for  grant  purposes  by  the  Ministry  of  health.  The  former  Keresley  Village  Centre 
has  been  recently  absorbed  by  the  new  Keresley  Colliery  Centre. 


157.  There  are  accordingly  now  34  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  M.  &  C.  W.  County,  all 
run  by  Voluntary  Committees  working  in  close  association  with  the  County  Council. 


158.  At  these  Centres  the  County  Health  Visitors  have  made  885  attendances  and  the  total 
attendances  of  mothers  and  infants  have  been  respectively  18,147  and  22,504.  During  the 
year  under  review,  there  were  on  the  registers  of  these  Centres,  1,776  mothers  and  1,204 
infants  under  12  months. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name. 

Situation. 

Provided 

by 

Attend¬ 
ances  of 
Mothers. 

Attend¬ 
ances  of 
Infants. 

- 

Alcester 

Baptist  School 

Voluntary 

428 

441 

Comm’tee 

Atherstone 

Parish  Room 

1 1 

739 

961 

Bedworth  . . 

The  Hut,  Park  Road 

f  f 

1405 

1636 

Bilton 

Church  Hall . 

>  f 

304 

425 

Binlev 

Vicarage  Coach-house 

>  J 

223 

332 

Bulkington  . . 

Council  Hall 

ff 

607 

827 

Bidford-on-Avon  . . 

Co-operative  Hall  . . 

>  t 

534 

534 

Castle  Bromwich  . . 

Victory  Hall 

y  y 

227 

329 

CO 

Coleshill 

St.  Peter’s  House,  Church  Hill 

yy 

566 

690 

w 

Dordon 

Church  School 

y  y 

420 

526 

H 

Emscote 

Avon  Street,  Warwick 

y  y 

217 

250 

Glascote 

Methodist  Sunday  School 

yy 

261 

283 

w 

CJ 

Great  Alne 

Women’s  Village  Institute 

y  y 

98 

141 

Hampton-in-  Arden 

Women’s  Village  Institute 

y  y 

197 

280 

Hartshill 

Congregational  Chapel 

yy 

639 

679 

Henley-in-Arden  . . 

Parish  Room 

yy 

78 

95 

w 

Hillmorton 

Dorothy  Fenwick  Clubroom 

yy 

328 

467 

PS 

< 

Holbrooks  Lane 

1st  Block  of  Hutments,  nr.  Foies- 

y  y 

599 

692 

pH 

hill  Station 

hJ 

M 

Kenilworth  . . 

Parochial  Hall 

y  y 

1051 

1401 

£ 

Keresley  Village 

Women’s  Institute  (closed) 

y  y 

358 

469 

Keresley  Colliery 

Parish  Room 

yy  • 

303 

328 

Knowle 

Women’s  Institute 

yy 

361 

499 

Longford 

Salem  Schoolroom  . . 

yy 

601 

609 

H 

New  Bilton 

Wesleyan  Chapel 

yy  4 

1868 

2258 

Minworth 

Social  Clubroom 

yy 

338 

459 

fe 

Rugby 

16,  Hillmorton  Road 

yy 

1474 

1553 

5? 

Shirley 

Church  House 

y  y 

346 

454 

Solihull 

I.W.C.,  Warwick  Road 

yy 

1538 

2093 

Stockton 

Working  Girls  Club 

yy 

240 

302 

Stoke  Heath 

Mission  Hut  . . 

y  y 

646 

711 

Stratford-on-Avon 

The  Bungalow,  Tvler  Street 

yy 

925 

1194 

Stretton-on-Fosse 

Stretton-on-Fosse  . . 

yy 

— 

— 

Walsgrave-on-Sowe 

Potter’s  Green  School 

yy 

6 

8 

Warwick 

3,  The  Butts 

yy 

1200 

1587 

Wilnecote  . . 

Church  Schoolrooms  (opened  in 

yy 

— 

— 

January,  1926) 

Name. 

Situation. 

Provided  by 

/- 

Arley 

Men’s  and  Boys’  Club 

Warwickshire 

County  Council 

Atherstone 

Dr.  Pracy’s  Surgery  . . 

Education  Com- 

School 

mittee 

Bedworth 

I.W.C.  Hut,  Park  Road 

yy 

i 

Foleshill  . . 

Windmill  Lane  Boys’  School  . . 

y  y 

Kenilworth 

Parochial  Hall  . . 

yy 

Clinics 

Rugby  . 

16,  Hillmorton  Road 

yy 

•  1 

Stockton  . . 

Working  Girls’  Club 

yy 

Stratford-on-Avon 

The  Bungalow,  Tyler  Street 

yy 

l 

Warwick  . . 

3,  The  Butts 

yy 

Chief  Dispensary 

4,  The  Quadrant,  Coventry 

Juint  Committee 

for  Tuberculosis 

Nuneaton  Branch 

Coton  Road,  Nuneaton 

y  y 

Tuberculosis  , 

Leam’ton  Branch 

6,  Portland  Street 

y  y 

Dispensaries 

Stratford-on-Avon 

Henlev  Street  . . 

y  y 

Rugby  Branch 

Plowman  Street  ... 

yy 

Solihull  Branch 

opposite  P.O.,  Warwick  Road 

yy 

V 

Atherstone  Branch 

5,  Market  Street 

yy 

/" 

Leamington 

Warneford  Hospital 

Warwickshire 

County  Council 

Venereal 

Nuneaton 

Central  Avenue 

yy 

Disease  ^ 

Rugby 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross  . . 

yy 

Clinics 

Coventry  . . 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire 

Hospital 

l 

Birmingham 

General  Hospital 

yy 
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MATERNITY  HOMES. 

159.  There  is  scarcely  a  public  service  that  calls  for  greater  support  and  encouragement 
than  the  provision  of  Maternity  Homes  for  the  treatment  of  persons  of  modest  means 
who,  for  domestic  reasons,  cannot  properly  be  confined  in  their  own  homes.  There  are  still 
many  young  married  couples  unable  to  secure  a  house  of  their  own,  but  who  are  constrained 
to  live  in  rooms  and  are  thereby  eligible  and  eminently  suitable  for  admission  to  a  Maternity 
Home. 

160.  The  two  County  Maternity  Homes  at  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick,  and  at  16,  Hillmorton 
Road,  Rugby,  continue  to  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  that  123  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Wards  during  the  year,  89  at  Rugby  and  34  at  Warwick,  and  in  addition  108  cases  were 
attended  in  their  own  homes  by  the  County  Midwives  attached  to  the  Warwick  Maternity 
Home,  making  a  total  of  231  maternity  cases  attended  during  the  year.  That  the  work 
has  grown  considerably  during  the  last  few  years  is  shown  by  comparison  with  the  figures 
for  1924,  when  70  cases  were  admitted  to  Rugby  and  32  to  Warwick,  and  in  1923  the  figures 
for  the  two  homes  were  respectively  26  and  21. 

161.  The  admissions  to  the  Warwick  Home  do  not  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the 
Rugby  Home,  but  when  the  Homes  were  first  contemplated  it  was  realised  by  the  County 
Council  that  the  population  of  Warwick  Borough  was  comparatively  small  and  for  that  reason 
it  was  agreed  that  district  Midwifery  might  be  undertaken  as  well  by  the  Staff  of  the  County 
Maternity  Home  at  Warwick,  but  that  ward  cases  only  should  be  dealt  with  at  Rugby. 

162.  Now  that  the  Homes  have  been  recognised  as  institutions  for  the  training  of  Pupil 
Midwives  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  purposes  of  grant,  the  District  Mid¬ 
wifery  carried  out  in  the  Borough  of  Warwick  has  proved  a  distinct  asset.  The  value  of 
the  Warwick  Home  must  therefore  not  be  assessed  in  terms  of  admissions  only,  but  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  number  of  District  cases  attended  as  well  as  ward  cases  admitted. 

163.  During  the  year  under  review  three  pupils  have  been  trained  at  the  County  Maternity 
Homes  and  each  has  since  been  successful  in  obtaining  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board.  These  pupils  are  referred  to  in  the  following  report  on  the  Maternity  Homes  ' 
by  Miss  M.  S.  Lowe,  Superintendent  of  Inspectors  of  Midwives,  who  has  managed  the  two 
Homes  and  supervised  the  arrangements  for  the  training  of  the  Pupil  Midwives  in  such 
an  admirable  manner  : — 


164.  County  Health  Centre  and  Maternity  Home,  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick. 

‘‘During  the  year  1925,  142  cases  were  attended  by  the  County  Midwives,  34  of 
these  being  nursed  in  the  wards.  This  shews  an  increase  on  the  total  number  of  cases  of  38 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

“  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the  wards  was  fourteen  days. 

“  Six  patients  requiring  ante-natal  treatment  were  admitted  to  the  wards  prior  to 
their  confinement  and  were  all  discharged  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic. — The  total  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  were  287.  Of 
this  number  92  were  made  by  new  patients. 

“  Pupil  Midwives.—  Three  pupil  midwives  received  their  district  training  from  the 
Home  as  well  as  some  ward  experience.  These  pupils  sat  for  their  examination  during  the 
year  and  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  C.M.B.  Certificate. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. — The  total  number  of  attendances  of  Mothers  was  1,417, 
and  of  Infants  1,837.  These  figures  are  extremely  good  and  I  think  the  Voluntary  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  Nursing  Staff  are  to  b^  congratulated. 

“  Income. — The  total  amount  of  money  received  from  all  sources,  including  rents, 
amounted  to  £651  10s.  Id.  Of  this  sum  £267  8s.  2d.  was  taken  in  patients’  fees.  Six 
of  the  patients  admitted  to  the  wards  were  necessitous  cases  and  were  admitted  according 
to  Income  Scale. 
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“  I  am  very  glad  to  be  in  a  position  to  report  that  the  County  Maternity  Homes  have 
now  been  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a  School  of  Midwifery.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  nine  of  the  pupils  trained  in  midwifery  under  the  County  Scheme  are  at  the 
present  moment  practising  in  Warwickshire. 

“  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  since  the  Home  was  opened  in  1919,  the  activities 
carried  on  at  this  Health  Centre  have  considerably  increased.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  not  only  is  Maternity  Work  being  done  in  the  wards  and  on  the  district,  but  that 
an  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Infant  Consultations,  Minor  Ailments,  Dental  and  Eye  Clinics  are 
carried  on  every  week  of  the  year,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  how  this  house,  which 
was  at  one  time  a  private  dwelling,  is  being  utilized.  Further,  when  the  cost,  so  far  as 
the  premises  and  upkeep  are  concerned  is  taken  into  consideration  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
expenditure  is  very  small  indeed. 

“  During  the  year,  which  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  one,  I  have  received  the 
whole-hearted  support  of  the  Chairman  and  House  Committee,  to  whom  I  should  like  to 
express  my  sincere  thanks.” 


165.  “  County  Health  Centre  and  Maternity  Home,  16,  Hillmorton  Road,  Rugby. 

"  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Home  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925,  eighty-nine  as  against  seventy  in  the  previous  year. 
The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the  wards  was  fourteen  days. 

"  Three  ante-natal  cases  received  treatment  in  the  wards,  prior  to  their  confinement. 
These  patients  were  discharged  in  a  satisfactory  condition  after  confinement. 

"  Ante- Natal  Clinic.- — The  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  have  been  most 
gratifying,  the  number  of  new  patients  being  98  as  against  38  in  1924.  The  total  attend¬ 
ances  of  old  and  new  patients  was  196,  as  against  55  in  the  previous  year. 

“  Pupil  Midwives. — Three  pupil  midwives  took  their  ward  training  during  the  year, 
after  which  they  sat  for  their  examinations  and  were  successful  in  obtaining  their  C.M.B. 
Certificates. 

“  Infant  Welfare  Centre. — The  Voluntary  Committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
continued  good  work  they  are  carrying  out  amongst  the  Mothers  and  Babies  of  the  town. 

“  Maternity  Work. — Since  the  opening  of  the  Home  in  1920,  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  has  steadily  increased,  which  is,  I  think,  proof  enough  that  such  a  home  was  very 
much  needed.  It  is  impossible  to  gauge  the  amount  of  beneficial  work  that  has  been  done, 
but  it  is  possible  already  to  see  some  of  the  results,  which  are  distinctly  good. 

“  I  am  very  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  this  year  no  stillbirths  or  infant 
deaths  have  taken  place. 

“  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  record  a  large  number  of  visits  to  the  Home 
from  various  Guilds  and  Societies  in  Rugby. 

“  Income. — The  total  receipts  from  all  sources,  including  rents,  amounted  to  £809 
Is.  lOd.  Of  this  sum  £530  3s.  5d.  was  taken  in  patients  fees. 

“  My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  House  Committee,  who  have,  as  in  the  past,  given 
me  every  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  work  done  in  the  Home.” 

M.  S.  LOWE, 

County  Superintendent. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

166.  The  supply  of  free  milk  to  necessitous  Mothers  and  Infants  has  been  continued  as 
formerly  in  accordance  with  Circular  185  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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167.  One  pint  of  dairy  milk  per  day  or  its  equivalent  of  dried  milk  is  allowed  to  Nursing 
Mothers  or  to  Children  under  12  months,  and  only  in  exceptional  cases  to  children  over  that 
age  (two  pints  daily  being  allowed  in  the  case  of  bottle-fed  twins).  Each  application  before 
being  granted  is  first  carefully  considered  ana  approved  by  the  Milk  Supply  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee. 

168.  £700  was  allowed  in  the  estimates  for  this  purpose  during  the  financial  year  1925-26, 
but  the  total  cost  of  this  service  during  that  period,  including  administrative  costs,  has  not 
exceeded  £535.  This  has  therefore  allowed  of  a  reduction  in  the  amounts  included  in  the 
estimates  for  this  purpose  during  the  current  financial  year  from  £700  to  £560.  How 
far  this  reduced  figure  will  be  drawn  upon  to  meet  the  exceptional  needs  occasioned  by  the 
coal  stoppage  it  is  difficult  to  forecast,  but  at  the  time  of  going  to  princ  applications  during 
the  month  of  June  have  increased  from  the  previous  normal  figure  of  125  to  230,  and 
this  is  likely  to  increase  considerably  during  the  remainder  of  the  month.  This  heavy 
additional  demand  for  free  milk  for  infants  and  expectant  mothers  will  fortunately  be  of  a 
temporary  nature  only,  supplies  being  withdrawn  immediately  the  miners  return  to  work. 

169.  During  1925  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  new  applications  for  free  milk  have  been 
granted,  together  with  1,099  renewals,  representing  a  supply  for  the  twelve  months  of  34,278 
pints  of  milk  or  its  equivalent  of  dried  milk  (4,285  gallons).  The  actual  apportionment  of 
dairy  milk  and  dried  milk  was  as  follows  : — 

Dairy  Milk  .  30,624  pints. 

Dried  Milk  ...  ...  ...  609  packets. 


170.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

At 

Home. 

III 

Hospital. 

30 

25 

5 

28 

1 

1 

Nil 

171.  Thirty  notifications  of  Ophthalmia  were  received  as  against  34  in  1924,  40  in  1923,  and 
59  in  1922  ;  of  these  22  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  8  in  the  Rural  Districts,  the  Bor¬ 
ough  of  Nuneaton  being  responsible  for  14,  Sutton  Coldfield  5,  Foleshill  3,  Coventry  Rural 
and  Leamington,  each  2,  and  Bulkington  Urban  District,  Solihull,  Tamworth  and  Warwick 
Rural  Districts  each  1. 

172.  While  30  cases  were  notified  through  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  as  Ophthal¬ 
mia,  27  additional  cases  of  slight  inflammation  of  the  eyes  were  reported  by  midwives.  The 
records  of  rhese  57  cases  show  that  (a)  where  a  midwife  only  was  present  at  the  birth  there 
were  46  cases  reported,  (b)  where  a  doctor  and  trained  midwife  attended  at  birth,  9  cases, 
(c)  where  a  doctor  and  bona-fide  midwife  attended,  at  birth,  1  case,  and  (d)  where  a  doctor 

.  and  handy  woman  attended  at  birth,  only  1  case  was  reported. 

173.  Fifty-seven  first  visits  were  paid  by  the  County  Health  Visitors  to  these  cases  which 
included  inflamed  eyes  of  any  degree  ;  and  58  re-visits,  making  a  total  of  1 15  visits  during  the 
year. 

174.  All  the  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  eyes  not  notified  as  Ophthalmia  were  trivial  in 
character  and  the  majority  of  the  cases  notified  as  true  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  were  also 
mild,  although  five  necessitated  Hospital  treatment,  one  resulting  in  total  blindness  and 
another  in  impaired  vision. 
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175.  Blindness  in  Infants  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

1916 

Notifications  of 
Ophthalmia. 

—  66 

Total 

Blindness. 

1 

Vision 

Impaired. 

1 

1917 

60 

2 

— 

1918 

46 

1 

1 

1919 

52 

1 

1 

1920 

56 

— 

1 

1921 

36 

— 

— 

1922 

59 

— 

— 

1923 

40 

— 

— 

1924 

34 

— 

— 

1925 

30 

1 

1 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

176.  Twenty-four  notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  received  as  against  22  in  the  previous 
year.  Eleven  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  giving  a  case  fatality  of  45  per  cent, 
and  a  Puerperal  Mortality  of  1.64  per  1,000  births,  as  against  1.34  per  1,000  births  in  1924. 


177.  Of  these  6  received  Hospital  treatment,  2  occurring  and  remaining  in  Nursing  Homes, 
while  the  remainder  were  nursed  in  their  own  homes.  In  no  instance  was  a  midwife  found  to 
be  responsible  for  the  conveyance  of  infection  from  one  case  to  another,  nor  have  any  cases 
occurred  in  either  of  the  County  Maternity  Homes. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

178.  The  return  shewn  on  Table  D.  of  the  Appendix  refers  to  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1925,  and  during  that  period  2,110  infants  were  successfully  vaccinated  out  of  6,432  births, 
or  32.8  per  cent,  a  slight  reduction  on  the  previous  year  when  35.5  per  cent,  of  infants  were 
successfully  vaccinated.  Conscientious  objection  certificates  were  issued  in  3,512  instances 
or  54.6  per  cent.,  as  against  3,409  or  50.6  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  This  return  refers 
only  to  Infantile  Vaccination. 


HOUSING. 

179.  In  a  statement  on  Housing  sent  by  the  County  Council  to  all  Urban  and  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Councils  in  October  1925,  reference  was  made  to  (a)  Building  by  Private  Enterprise,  (b) 
Building  by  District  Councils,  (c)  Repair  of  Unfit  Houses  and  (d)  Closing  and  Demolition 
Orders,  indicating  in  a  brief  form  the  principal  powers  possessed  by  District  Councils  for 
maintaining  existing  working  class  houses  in  a  habitable  condition,  and  adding  to  that  accom¬ 
modation  by  assisting  others  to  build,  or  by  themselves  undertaking  building  schemes.  The 
statement  concluded  with  the  following  : — "  The  County  Council  feel  that,  having  regard  to 
the  comparative  ease  with  which  the  great  evils,  moral  and  physical,  and  the  social  unrest 
due  to,  or  connected  with,  the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  can  be  alleviated,  they 
may  confidently  count  upon  the  co-operation  of  District  Councils  in  an  effort  to  improve  to 
the  utmost  of  their  ability  the  housing  conditions  in  all  parts  of  Warwickshire.” 


180.  The  following  extract  from  the  Housing  Returns  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  is  of  interest.  It  shevts  in  what  Districts  House  construction  has  been  active  during 
the  year,  and  the  extent  to  which  inspection  of  houses  is  being  carried  out  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925. 


Housing  Returns,  1925. 


New  Housi 

iS. 

No.  In¬ 
spected 

Remed¬ 

ied 

without 

formal 

notice 

Formal 

notices 

Remed¬ 

ied 

after 

formal 

notice 

Closing 

Orders. 

Private  Enterprse 

Muni¬ 

cipal 

Sub¬ 

sidised 

Non-Sub- 

sidised 

Urban  : — 

Bulkington 

.  . 

*  * 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

Kenilworth 

40 

10 

10 

135 

47 

68 

39 

3 

Leamington  Spa 

.  . 

15 

2 

393 

211 

135 

114 

Nuneaton 

154 

9 

43 

1677 

1446 

267 

231 

5 

Rugby  . . 

19 

12 

.  . 

1004 

585 

.  . 

.  . 

#  . 

Stratf’d-on-Avon 

56 

20 

6 

44 

22 

#  # 

Sutton  Coldfield 

164 

77 

4 

3490 

1689 

23 

23 

,  # 

Warwick 

19 

9 

33 

166 

42 

34 

32 

3 

Rural  : — 

Alcester 

10 

4 

2 

83 

63 

.  . 

.  . 

Atherstone 

.  . 

,  . 

,  # 

.  . 

,  . 

Brailes 

#  , 

.  , 

.  . 

,  , 

Coventry 

.  # 

18 

116 

5 

9 

9 

.  # 

Farnborough  . . 

.  . 

1 

193 

.  . 

9 

7 

•  • 

Foleshill 

275 

40 

89 

447 

90 

24 

23 

3 

Meriden 

190 

32 

127 

104 

.  . 

.  . 

,  . 

Monks  Kirby 

.  . 

.  . 

16 

7 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

Nuneaton 

136 

3 

191 

71 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

Rugbv  . . 

65 

31 

269 

237 

41 

38 

5 

Solihull 

119 

70 

96 

102 

18 

3 

3 

Southam 

6 

2 

189 

64 

.  , 

Stratf’d-on-Avon 

15 

6 

115 

21 

11 

9 

2 

Tamworth 

40 

8 

273 

122 

9 

7 

2 

Warwick 

69 

46 

115 

Totals 

1377 

413 

285 

10245 

4844 

633 

532 

26 

CONCLUSION. 

181.  The  following  Table,  which  it  has  been  the  custom  to  include  in  past  Reports,  is 
of  the  greatest  interest  as  indicating  the  gradual  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  health  of  the  County  during  the  last  30  years  : — 


Birth 

Death 

Zymotic 

Tuberou- 

Typhoid 

Infant 

Y<  ar. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

losis. 

Fever. 

Mortality. 

1896. 

28-54 

14-90 

1-82 

094 

Oil 

136  ’ 

1897. 

2S-70 

15-23 

2-00 

099 

0  09 

144 

1898. 

28-33 

1631 

1-88 

0-97 

0T3 

151 

1899. 

27-98 

15  93 

1-94 

103 

025 

142 

1900. 

27-00 

1672 

1-76 

0  99 

0'22 

142 

1901. 

27-84 

14-48 

1-40 

081 

013 

133 

1902. 

27-07 

13-45 

1-08 

066 

009 

116 

1903. 

26-34 

1369 

1  15 

091 

004 

125 

1904. 

26-96 

1418 

1-48 

0-80 

0  07 

133 

1905. 

25-58 

12-87 

0-90 

072 

0  04 

109 

1906. 

25-70 

13-50 

1-49 

0-80 

0-07 

124 

1907. 

25-08 

12-48 

0  84 

0-78 

0-07 

99 

1908. 

25-70 

12-80 

0-87 

0  83 

002 

100 

1909. 

24-40 

13  03 

0-89 

0-77 

003 

97 

1910. 

23-70 

11-60 

075 

0-80 

0  03 

89 

1911. 

22-80 

12-60 

1-70 

077 

003 

115 

1912. 

2310 

12  00 

080 

0  59 

002 

79 

1913. 

2417 

12  12 

0  87 

058 

0  02 

88 

1914. 

23  07 

11-9 

0-81 

0-66 

0-02 

87 

1915. 

2245 

1345 

0-94 

083 

001 

86 

1916. 

2101 

13-29 

0-68 

081 

001 

80 

1917. 

18-51 

13-33 

0-71 

083 

0006 

79 

1918. 

18-47 

1592 

0-55 

093 

0006 

80 

1919. 

1804 

11-90 

039 

0-86 

0006 

77 

1920. 

2518 

10-62 

0-41 

065 

0008 

65 

1921. 

22-27 

10-73 

0-46 

0-64 

0-002 

65 

1922. 

2116 

1104 

033 

068 

0-003 

60 

1923. 

19-75 

1029 

0-50 

066 

0-02 

30 

1924.  N 

18-76 

10-98 

0-30 

069 

0-01 

6C 

1925. 

18-46 

11-15 

0-42 

0-70 

0-005 

62 

33 


182.  From  the  above  figures  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  gradually  falling  birth-rate  during 
the  last  five  years  since  the  high  post  war  rate  of  25.18  was  recorded  in  1920.  But  even 
compared  with  the  average  of  those  years — immediately  preceding  the  great  war — the  pres¬ 
ent  reduction  is  most  marked.  It  must  at  least  be  gratifying  to  those  statistical  exponents 
who  welcome  a  falling  birth-rate  as  a  means  of  obviating  the  over-population  from  which 
they  assert  our  county  is  suffering  at  the  present  time. 

183.  Whether  this  lowered  birth-rate  is  an  advantage  or  not  is  a  debatable  question,  but  a 
glance  at  the  above  statistics  reveals  the  fact  that  through  our  modern  educative  methods 
many  infant  lives  that  would  otherwise  have  been  lost  a  few  years  ago,  are  now  being  saved, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  continued  low  Infant  Death  rate,  especially  during  the  last  quinquen¬ 
nial  period.  As  I  have  previously  stated,  it  is  not  only  infant  lives  that  are  being  saved  but 
infant  health  is  being  preserved  which  effect  will  surely  be  reflected  in  a  healthier  national 
life  in  years  to  come. 

184.  The  low  Infant  Death-rate  of  62,  compared  with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of 
75  per  1,000  births,  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  influence  exerted  in  the  home  by  the 
County  Health  Visiting  Staff  and  to  the  efforts  of  the  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in 
providing  facilities  for  the  teaching  of  mothercraft  and  Infant  Care  throughout  the  entire 
County,  and  the  results  I  am  sure  warrant  the  support  and  encouragement  of  these  two  vital 
services  in  every  possible  direction. 

185.  In  concluding  I  have  to  thank  all  my  colleagues  on  the  County  Staff,  the  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Clerical  Staff  of  my  department  for  their  willing  help 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  con¬ 
sideration  extended  to  me  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HAMILTON  WOOD,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■ 
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OP  DEATHS  during  the  year  1925,  in  the  COUNTS  OF  WARWICK,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages  and  shewin 
also  the  Area,  Population,  and  Births  therein  during  the  Year,  together  with  Birth,  Death  and  Zymotic  Rates, 

and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — Summary  of  Returns  of  Medical  Officers  o.  Health  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 
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(Signed) — A.  Hamilton  Wood,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Q.  RETURN  shewing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the  number  of 
such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed  of  in  the  Districts  of 
the  County  of  Warwick  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1925. 


VACCINATION 

DISTRICTS. 

No,  of  Births 
Registered 
during  the  year 
ending 

30th  June,  1925 

No.  of  these 
cases 

successfully 

Vaccinated. 

insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination. 

Died  before 
Vaccination. 

Cases  under 
Postpone¬ 
ment. 

Removals  to 
other 
Districts 
out  of  the 
Union. 

No.  of  cases 
not  to  be 
found. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining 
Unvaccinated 
at  date  of  this 
Return. 

No.  of 
Conscien¬ 
tious 

Certificates. 

URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

Bulkington  ... 

60 

13 

1 

l 

1 

... 

44 

Kenilworth  ... 

136 

79 

2 

3 

2 

l 

49 

Leamington  Spa 

463 

155 

l 

20 

6 

19 

3 

259 

Nuneaton 

945 

72 

... 

38 

26 

6 

46 

36 

721 

Rugby  . 

392 

84 

23 

4 

l 

7 

10 

263 

Stratford-on-A  von 

162 

57 

l 

5 

2 

... 

... 

97 

Sutton  Coldfield 

289 

216 

2 

9 

3 

3 

2 

1 

53 

Warwiok 

243 

93 

6 

1 

11 

1 

131 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Alcester 

200 

89 

... 

4 

2 

3 

1 

101 

Atherstone  ... 

458 

133 

23 

2 

6 

8 

34 

252 

Brailes 

58 

17 

3 

3 

... 

35 

Coventry 

177 

18 

11 

... 

7 

2 

39 

100 

Farnborougli .. . 

23 

8 

1 

... 

14 

Foleshill 

817 

212 

25 

... 

11 

48 

521 

Meriden 

274 

158 

7 

41 

10 

4 

7 

47 

Monks  Kirby 

24 

2 

2 

2 

... 

18 

Nuneaton 

130 

43 

11 

8 

16 

5 

47 

Rugby  . 

354 

78 

22 

4 

8 

19 

223 

Solihull  . 

318 

224 

6 

1 

2 

12 

9 

64 

Southam 

208 

56 

4 

... 

3 

... 

... 

145 

Stratford-on-A  von 

145 

64 

3 

6 

3 

1 

5 

1 

62 

Tam  worth 

379 

137 

16 

8 

1 

2 

11 

204 

Warwick 

177 

102 

1 

... 

3 

1 

. . . 

3 

6 

62 

Totals 

6,432 

2,110 

7 

245 

1 

120 

1 

72 

134 

232 

3,512 

£  ANNUAL  RETURN  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OE  THE  DISPENSARY  (OR 

DISPENSARIES)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 


PULMONARY. 

NON-PULMONARY. 

TOTAL. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Adults. 

Children. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — NEW  CASES  examined  during  the  year  (ex- 

eluding  contacts) : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  . . 

107 

81 

9 

7 

9 

12 

6 

9 

116 

93 

15 

16 

(b)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

.  . 

’  * 

9 

8 

4 

7 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

139 

122 

66 

82 

11. —  CONTACTS  examined  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  .. 

6 

9 

3 

i 

0 

0 

3 

0 

6 

9 

6 

I 

(b)  Doubtfully  tuberculous 

.  . 

. . 

0 

0 

1 

2 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

. . 

22 

49 

60 

74 

C. — CASES  WRITTEN  OFF  the  Dispensary  Register 
as  : — 

(a)  Cured 

7 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

4 

3 

7 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  confirmed  or  non-tuberculous 

(including  cancellation  of  cases  not  ified  in  error 

’  ' 

166 

174 

127 

158 

I).  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  on  Dispensary  Register 

on  December  31st  : — 

(a)  Diagnosis  completed 

505 

320 

45 

42 

55 

51 

45 

25 

560 

371 

90 

67 

(h)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

*  * 

" 

" 

9 

8 

5 

9 

i. — Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary  Register  on 

January  1st 


9. — Number  of  patients  to  whom  Dental  Treatment 
1005  !  was  given,  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary 


31 


2. — Number  of  patients  transferred  from  other  areas 
and  of  lost  sight  of  ”  cases  returned 

16 

3. — Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  areas  and 
ca.-cs  “  lost  sight  of  ” 

30 

4. — Died  din  ing  the  year 

116 

5. — Number  of  observation  cases  under  A.  and  B. 
above  in  which  period  of  observation  exceeded  2  months 

22 

6. — Number  of  attendances  of  non-pulmonary  cases 
at  Orthopaedic  Out-stations  for  treatment  or  super¬ 
vision 

0 

7. — Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (in¬ 
cluding  Contacts) 

1214 

8. — Number  of  attendances,  at  General  Hospitals  or 
other  Institutions  approved  for  the  purpose,  of  patients 

for  : — 

(a)  Light  treatment 

(a) 

89 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treatment 

(b) 

33 

10. — Number  of  consultations  with  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  : — 

(a)  At  homes  of  applicants 

(b)  Otherwise 

(a) 

(b) 

233 

496 

11. — Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers 
to  homes 

220 

12. — Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors 
to  homes  for  Dispensary  purposes 

1804 

13. — Number  of  : — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined 

(a) 

532 

(b)  X-Ray  examinations  made  in  connection  with 
Dispensary  work  . . 

(b) 

531 

14. — Number  of  Insured  Persons  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  the  31st  December  . . 

654 

15. — Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 
Treatment  on  the  31st  of  December 

219 

16. — Number  of  reports  received  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  Insured  Persons 

(a)  Form  G.P.  17  . (a)  20 

(b)  Form  G.P.  36  ,, . (b)  736 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


p  Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  Patients  and  of  observation  of  doubtful  cases  dis 
charged  from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  year  192o. 


a  £ 
o  £ 

Condition  at  time  of 
Discharge. 

Duration  of  Residential 

Treatment  in  tl 

le  Institutions. 

Classification 
admission  to 
institution 

Under  3 
months. 

3—6 

months. 

6-12 

months. 

More  than 

12  months. 

rotal. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M.  ! 

F. 

Ch. 

ClasB  T.B. 
not  present,  j 

Quiescent 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

10 

8 

... 

1 

5 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 

...  | 

1 

2 

4 

14 

45 

9 

Class  T.B.  j 
present. 

Group  1. 

Quiescent 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

E 

... 

... 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

i 

— 

... 

...  j 

... 

... 

2 

Class  T.B.  j 

present. 

<  . !  Oil  J 1  2. 

Quiescent 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

17 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

5  3 

1  1 

... 

2 

1 

... 

39 

6 

4 

Class  T.B.  | 
piesent. 

Group  3. 

Quiescent  . 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

8 

7 

9 

10 

5 

4 

... 

12 

6 

5 

3 

5 

1 

... 

1 

... 

8 

5 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

... 

48 

35 

23 

Bones  j 

and  Joints. 

Quiescent  or  Arrested 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- h- 

1 

2 

. . . 

.  .  . 

3 

... 

1 

13 

4 

3 

Abdominal. 

Quiescent  or  arrested 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1  ... 

... 

i  ... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Other 

Organs.  ! 

Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institutions 
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